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D, Damavanti Beshra is one of the
most prominent Santali writers who
is also a poet of considerable repute.
Her writings not only inspire butalso
touch the hearts of both the young
and the old. Eminent Santali poet Sri
Arjun Charan Hembram remarks on
her that
writer in the area of Santali

*Damyanti, a mainstream

Literature and a woman poet of

magnilicent  substance;  who

combines richness of culture, joy of
living, sorrow and sullering of
common people with element of

divinity in her intellectual images
popularly known as poetry.”

Damayanti was bormn on 8"
February 1962 al Bobeygoda in
Mayurbhany District. This village is
90 kms away from the Districl Head
quarter Baripada. She is the eldest
daughter of Late Rajmal Majhi and
late Pungi Majh.

D Damayanti Beshra with family

The condition of education was
very bad those days, especially in the
villages, There were no schools in
Boberjoda. But some kindhearted
rational and educated natives gave
education in a small shed.
Damayanti also joined the other
children. At first she began to write
the letters on the ground with chalk.
Her paternal uncle was very happy
when he came o know that she was
interested in studies. Her uncle was
al that time settled in a village named
Ceuli and he didn't have any
children. So he took Damayanti and
pot her admitted in a government
school.

Damayanii's nick name was
Dhigij during her childhood.
According to Santal tradition the
name was given after her grand-
mother. But, instead of her parent's
name her uncle and aunt's name was
written in the school. Her uncle was
late Budhan Majhi and aunt was late
Mani Majhi, These two played a
vital role in providing proper
schooling to Damayanti.

At Deuli School, she read up 1o
Class - III. as there was no further
schooling awvailable. Then she
moved to Chandida School which
was located 2 kms away from the
village, At Chandida School she
completed 4" and 5" standard. Then
she was admitted in T & B W Girls
High School, Rajvangpur. This was
the beginning of hostel life for
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Damayanti. From class 6" to 117 she
staved at Rairangpur Kanyashram.
During this time she hegan 1o write
poems. In the year 1977 she passed
matriculation from that high school.
After passing matriculation
from Rairangpur Girl's High School,
Dramayanti's family members were
concermned regarding  her  further
studies because there was no
women's college in Rairangpur, So,
her uncle Faguram Majhi got her
admitied in Ramadevi Women's
College, Bhubanecswar., At
Bhubancswar, she stayved at Post
Metric Hostel. During those davs
hostel fee was Bso0~ but due to
tinancial problems, she was not able
lo pay the hostel dues in time. She
only got Rs. 40 or Rs.530/-from her
family. Financially Damayanti faced
a lotl ef problems. She had only two
pair of clothes to wear, But despite
all the difficulties Damayanti was
daing very well and always secured
highest marks among her hostel
mates, This impressed the hostel
matron Braja didi (Brajeswari
Mishra). She was pleased by her
performance and devolion fo
studies. Braja Didi loved Damayanti
like her own sister. She let her stay in
the hostel despite over dues due o
the financial tribulations, She
managed 1o pay the hostel dues by
the post-mairic scholarship which
she was germing at the year end. In
1979 she passed LA, and in 1981 she
passed B.AL with Odia Honours.

In the year 1983 she passed
M.A. from Utkal University,
Bhubaneswar with Linguistics as her
special paper. During  her MA.
Programme due to financial
problems she wasn't able to alford
University Hostel, so she stayved at
Post-Matric Hostel, During  her
college days she began to write
poems hoth in Odia and  Santali
language. In 1985 she got her first
jorb as Tunior Employviment Officer at
Sambalpur. During the course of this
joub she qualified Stall Selection
Commission and preferred clerk-
cum-lypist Lo avail grounding
atmosphere for her desired service.
While working at AJG, Odisha,
Bhubaneswar, she qualificd OPSC
(Crrissa Public
Commission), 5o, she lefl her
second job and joined Maharaja
Purna Chandra College, Baripada,
Mavurbhanj as a Lecturer in the year
1957, This was the job she was made
for and it provided her the break—to
serve literatre. Along with poems

Service

she now began lowrite essays too,

[n the 1988 Dr. Damayant
Beshra was marred to Mr Ganga-
dhar Hansda. Mr. Hansda 13 a Bank
Officer and also o wriler and lover of
literature, So, their marriage wasn't
only the marmage of hearts but also
of two literature lovers. After
marrying  Mr. Gangadhar Hansda,
Damayantis fortune changed. In
1990, her first poem “Onoliya™
(writer) was published in Fagun



Koel magazine, an essay on Pandit
Raghunath Murmu was also
published. Damayanti didn't stop
there and continued to write poems
and essays 1 both Oudiu and Santali
language. Following the
encouragement from her husband
Dramayanti completed her M. Phil in
Oxiainthe wear 1993,

Damavanti's husband is also a
writer. Basically he wrote plays,
Afler marriage the writer duc wrolca
play named Fig Sar. Mr. Gangadhar
came to know about the poems
Damavanti was writing, He
encouraged her to publish it. So, in
1994 Damayanti's first anthology
Jiwi Jharne was published. Jiad
Jharna 18 the first ever anthology
written and published by a female
Santali writer. For this anthology she
got "Poet of the Year' award from All
India Santali Writers Association,

Well known Santali poet Sri
Jadumani Besra comments on her
poems, *She likes to depict vivid Life
style and works of mankind as well
as beauty of nature through poetry,
which is praise worthy.” This was
only possible because of her
hushand's continuous support,
There's an old saying that "behind
every successful man there's @
woman™, but in Damayanti's case it's
the reverse, Hence, she bestows all
the successes 1o her hushand,

After JSiwi Jharna she wrote
another anthelogy of prose named
Sagen Saonhed and 0 of og ol aar
Jurijitg apoctry book in 1995, In the
same year she was transferred from
Baripada to Govt.College Phulbani.
This was the turning point for her
and changed her course of life a Tot,
In 1996, she wrote a book Pandit
Raghunath Murmu in Odia. When
she was working at Phulban: she
wrole many striking and moral
poems and essavs She also under-
took some translation works.

She was translerred back agan
to Baripada in the year 2001
Immediatly, she registered for I'h.TD
al North  Odisha  University,

Mayurbhanj. Her Ph.D. topic was
"Mayurbhanjara Santala Eko
Samajika Sanskrutika Adhyayana',
In 2005 she got her Ph.D. degree,
From the vear 2004 onwards she has
wrillen many pocms, essays
criticisms, grammar, history of
Santali literature, Santali History etc,
Her work in these different Genres
has got her the love and admiration of
readers,

Damavanti is not only an
exeiting writer but also a prodigious
speaker. Different educational
institutes and literary organizations
invite her as Guest of Honour, Chiel
Ciuest and Chief Speaker. As a
lecturer, she has presented many
papers on national,  international
meets and at UGC sponsored
seminars, Due to these oulstanding
qualities, she got the privilege of
becoming the first convener in
Santalt language when it was
recognized by the Sahitva Akademi,
She was honoured by Sahitva
Akademi award Tor her extraordinary
anthology Say Sefed in the year
2009, From the year 2011 onwards
she has been publishing the first
Santali women's magazine named
Karam Dar.

Among the Odia and the
Adivasis she is well known as an
Adivasi researcher and people
respect her for her calm, contident
and humble attitude.

Recoiving Literary Award from Governor
af Qelisha ar Bhnbaneswar, 20112
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BIBLIOGRAPHY

Research Expericnce:

l. Conducted a research work on
Santal Tribes of Mayurbhanj for
which doclorate degree was
awarded.

o)

Ciniding four Scholars at present

for Doctoral Degree on Santal

Tribe, Munda Tribe and Eudutori

Commumnity.

Published more than 35 papers in

Odia and  Santali Journals  and

Souvenirs.

foaks: (in (hdia)

I Raghunath  Murmue, DBiography,
14946

20 Chal Champaru Bhanj Disom,

Samtala  Janaiative Sanskmiilo

Porampora, 20006

Damodara Diave Divare Santalo

Sanskrutive Suehipatra, 2009

4. Samaja O Sansbeuti Prostopatare
Mavirbhanjara Santala, 2000

30 Jruwmorors Kichhi Gumamra 0
Cnve Prabandha, 20012

Books & {in Santali)

Lo diwidharna, Poelry, 14994

2. Sugen Saonhied, Essay, 1995

3000 O O OF aar Juri Jita, Poetry,

1995

Kuindi Min, Sisu Kabita, 2004

Guruy Gomkevag Njenel ar

Mignalog, Criticism, 2006

6 Savsefred, Poctry, 2004

o Suniali Saonhed Revag  Nagam,
(A brief History of Santali
Literature), 2007

8. Roner Tuplag (Santali Grammar
for +3 Course), 2008

9. Parsi Saonia Saonhed (Lssay),
2009

0. Cidrabhilaw Kafni(Story), 20010

11. Kor Sanes (Linguistic), 2012
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fia Literary programme with Sitakant Malhapatra, Satkodi Hota at Betnoti Collese,

Translation :

| Cwmarkhavamag Rubayvad, {(from
Rubavat of Omarkhayam), 2006
A.rva. Reyvag Serma (Awarded
Odiya Poctry Book Sabdara
Akasa) Sahityva Akademi, MNew
Delhi, 2012

Caonference:

(]

Tnternational:

1. International Santal Conference on
21" and 22" December 2008 at
Jemshedpur

2. International Conference on 117,
12" and 3" March 201 | Organised
by Aikyabhrati Resecarch Institute,
"une.

Mational:

. All India Tribal Wrilters
Conference-IGMNCA, Mew Delhi in
collaboration with SC/ST Reserch
and Training Institutle,
Bhubaneswar om 17" to0 20" June
200%.

2. All India Women Writers
Conference on 3" Nov to 5" Now
2009 at Punjabi University,
Patiala.

3. ALl India Santali Writers

Conference on 19" and 20"
Movember 2001 at Axsam.

4 All India Women Writers
Conference on 26"%27" March
2011, Organised by Sahitya
Akademi Mew Delhiat Gangtok.

Seminar:

| . Wational Sceminar on Santah
Language Education, organized by
CIIL, Mysore on 25.08. 2008 at HT,
Kharagpur

2. Mational Seminar on Acdibasi
Bhasa O Sanskruti 19" & 20°
February 2009 at PG .Department
of Odia (DEA), Utkal University,
Vanivihar,




Raceiving Suhitva Alademi Award from Sunil Gangopadivay, President, Sahitva
Akademi, New Defhi, 2017

3. Mational Seminar on Indigenous
Cultures and Dances of Tharkhand,
on 26" and 27" of August 2011 at
Central University of Jharkhand,
Brambe, Ranchi.

4. Mational Seminar on the Role of
Santali Tanguage on the
Development of Santal Sociely,
organized by All India Santal
Intellectual Literary Foruwm on 97 &
10" December 20011

5. National Seminar on the Changing
Scenario of the place of women in
society in Eastern Regional
Language, organized by Sahitya
Akademi, New Delhi on 237 and
24" February 2012,

YWorkshop

Translation workshop ut Puri on 20-
22 October, 2011

Orgamsed by Sahitya Akademi,
New Delhi,

2. Project: History of Santali
Literature' as per the Writers in
Residency  Scheme of Sahitva
Akademi, New Delhi.

3. Editing: Yearly journal Karamdar
an  exclusive Santali Women
Writers Magazine and acting as
coeditor in College Magazine
Biranja Blarail

Hecognition:

I. Poct of the Year award- 1994 from
All India Santal Wrilers
Associalion.

2. Zila Stariva Bisista Sahitviki
Sambardhana from Sebak Samiti,
Haripaca, 1996,

3. Sadhu Ramchand Murmu Award

2004 from All [ndia Santal Writers.
4 Pandit Raghunath Murmu

Fellowship-2004  from Al India

Suntali Writcrs Association,
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.Sambardhana on the

Professor Khageswar Mahapatra
Foundation Samman Patra-2009
Sahitva Akademi Award-2000 for
Poctry Book Say Sanhed
Bhanjaputra Award-2010  from
Pujvapuja Anusthan, Baripada.
Maa Tangorasunl Samman -2010
from Udala, Mavurbhanj.
Maheswar Navak Samman -2010
from Mayurbhanj Sahitya Sansad,
Baripada

Sambardhana from Mayurbhanj
Sahitva Parishad for enrichment of
folk literature of Mayurbhany -
20100,

Bhuasan Dr. Ramakrishna
Saba Memorial Award -2011 from
Kubi Bhusan.

LD, Ramakrishna Saha Memoral
Trust, Baripada. Mayurbhanj,
Oxdizha,

Aanajati Pratibha Samman-2012 by

ATLC, Bhubaneswar,

oecasion of
Biswa Mahila Divas from Jila
Frasason Mayurbhanj for
contribution to Tribal literature and
Art-2012.

sademic Activities:

First convenor of Santali language
Board m Sahitva Akademi, New
Drelhi during 200 1o 2007,
Member, Santali Language
Syllabus Committee for UPSC,
MWew Delhi.

Advisor, All Indiz Santal Semled,
Jhargram and Advisor of Sanlal
Writers Associalion, Odisha.
Member, Syllubus Committee
member of North Orissa
Lhniversity, Baripada.

Memberthe Board of Conducting
Examiners in the subject Santali,
Sambalpur University.




