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Sri Tarkateertha Laxmanshastri Joshi, on whom the

Sahitya Akademi is conferring its highest honour of Fellowship *

today is a distinguished Marathi and Sanskrit scholar, literary
critic and philosopher. ‘

Born on 27 January 1901 at Pimpalner in Maharashtra, Sri
Joshi, after a formal preliminary education at school, studied
Sanskrit under his father, himself a renowned scholar. At the age
of fourteen he was admitted to Prajna Pathashala Mandal at Wai,
which offered extensive courses in different branches of learning.
He studied philosophy and ‘Navya Nyaya’ under the guidance of
Sri Narayanshastri Marathe.

At seventeen he proceeded to Varanasi for higher studies,

and later obtained, with distinction, the degree of Tarkateertha in
1922 from Sanskrit College, Calcutta. The same year he joined

the faculty of Prajna Pathashala, and subsequently rose to be its.

President in 1955.

Imbued with the spirit of nationalism, Sri Joshi participated
actively in the Independence Movement and suffered
imprisonment twice, in 1930 and 1932. An avid reader of both
philosophy and political science, he came under the influence of
M. N. Roy and they worked together to evolve the concept of
new humanism. :

His first book Shuddhisarvasvam (1934) is a treatise in
Sanskrit on the philosophical:basis and concepts of religious
conversion. The same year he took up the ambitious project of
editing Dharmakosha, a work in twenty-six volumes spread over
18000 pages, out of which twenty volumes have been published
so far. A truly monumental work, Dharmakosha consists of all
the basic texts and commentaries thereupon, on the different
aspects of Dharma and Dharmashastras, covering the period
1500 B C to the 18th century. .

Sri Joshi has not confined himself to the study of
Dharmashastras only. His two books in Marathi on literary
criticism, namely Ananda Mimamsa (1938), a critical
commentary on the theories of Ras and aesthetics, and Adhunik
Marathi Sahityachi Samiksha (1973), a study of the tenets of
modern Marathi literary criticism have been hailed as
outstanding works. His other two books, Hindu Dharmachi
Samiksha (1940), a critical examination of the concepts and
institutions of Hinduism, and Jadawad (1941) a comprehensive
survey of the history and development of materialism in Indian

and western traditions, show the range and depth of his

scholarship.

Sri Joshi, whom Gandhiji chose as his principal adviser on
Hindu Dharmashastra in his campaign against untouchability,
created a stir in socio-religious history. He led a panel of 150
priests to conduct highly complex and elaborate rituals at the
shrine of the re-constructed Somnath Temple in 1951, and then
threw it open for worship for all, including the less privileged
sections of the society. g ‘

Vaidik Samskriticha Vikas (1952) won him the Sahitya
Akademi Award, the first ever for the best published work in
Marathi during 1947-54. The book traces the evolution of Vaidik
culture, postulating scientific humanism as harbinger of a new
world culture.

The Government of Maharashtra nominated him Chairman
of its newly constituted Boatd for Literature and Culture (1960),
and under its aegis he took up a massive project of editing
Marathi Vishwakosha in twenty-six volumes, of which thirteen
have so far been published. i

Sri Joshi has another scholarly distinction to his credit.
Upanishadanche Marathi Bhashantar is his translation of
eighteen principal Upanishads into Marathi. He has also edited
Rajwade Lekh Sangraha, the selected writings of Rajwade, and
Lci':}r:lanya Tilak Lekh Sangraha, selections from Lokmanya
Tilak.

A rare combination of traditional scholarship and scientific
temper, Sri Joshi has travelled widely in India and abroad. He
visited the USA in 1964 at the invitation of the U.S. Government,
and the USSR in 1969 to participate in the World Religious
Conference at Moscow.

He was honoured with the title of National Pandit’ in
Sanskrit (1973). The University of Bombay conferred on him the
degree of LLD. (honoris causa) in 1975, and the President of
India honoured him with ‘Padmabhushan’ in 1976.

For his eminence as a scholar and literary critic the Sahitya
Akademi confers its highest honour, the Fellowship, on Sri
Tarkateertha Laxmanshastri Joshi.
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