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\/ IEN Faber and Faber

and Oxiord University
Press simulianeously brought
out the English translation of
Gopinath Mohantyv's Paraja In
1987, forry-two years after its
first publication in Oriva, the
novel received rave reviews.
In the Times Literary Supple-
ment, Helen Harris hailed it
as possessing “tremendous
vitality and exceptional
power”. In the kish Times,
Marese Murphy observed "l
is the old story of oppression
of the weak by the strong, but
in Gopinath Mohanty's sim-
ple, vivid prose, it acquires a
new and harrowing dimen-
sion.” But, writing in the
Times Educational Supple-
ment, Liz Heron found it “fic-
tionalised ethnography”, the
village and landscape cvok-
ing "a sometime Eden”. In the
Guardian, Robert Nye said:
“Gopinath Mohanty belongs
10 a generation of Indian wri-
ters to whom social commit-
ment is second nature, bul
what we have here is a work
of universal application—a
story of materialistic civiliza-
tion seeking to encroach
upon and engulf an ancient

way of life” In yel another
review inScotland on Sunday,
Tom Adair wrote “Gopinath
Mohanty knows the virtue of
restraint. He writes about
Indlia with the seasoned eye
of the insider, eschewing
the bombardment of the sen-
ses with the clurtered imag-
ery which often nourishes
preconceptions of that land.”

Among his other remark-
able novels of tribal life are
Arnrutora Scanian, Dacdi Budha,
Siba Bhai and Apahance.

Anutara Sanfan portrays
the life of the primitive Kuvi
Kondh tribe. The opening
chapter sets the tone, the
passing away of Sorabu
Saouta. symbolizing the end
of an era and the advent of
Pubuli from the plains the des-
cont of “decadent modern-
ism”. The Iyrical and philoso-
phical quality of this cpic
nowvel of ribal world caughn
the imagination of the people
and won for Gopinath Mohanty
the first ever Sahitva Aka-
demi Award for 1955, as the
mosl  oulstanding  literary
work in Oriva since Indepen:
dence.

Even when Mohanty shifis
his eve from the tribal world
1o the town life, his chief con-
cermis always lor the oppres-
sed, Harijun deals with the
untouchables living in the
dirty quarters of the town and
their exploitation by the rich
who drive them out of the
town limits.

Moharty's novels like Mara
Gahira Chasa, Saral Babuinka
Gali, Rahura Chhager and Dui
Patra  reveal his  intuitive
insight into character. Laya
Bilaya marks the peak of his
novels wrilten in this vein
and delves deep into the
human psyche, ina form dif-
ferent from any of his earlier
wiorks,

Mohanty's Jnanpith Award
winning novel,  Matimarial,
runs into 970 pages and took



him a decade 1o write. Por-
raving the conflict of cul
tures, the novel envisions, in
the words of LM, Mohanty, a
new way of life ‘more elabo-
rately and vigorouslhy™ than
Faraja where the ‘gloom was
oal” or  Armruicrag Sanian
which “breaks up with the
dglimpses of a new hope.”
Gopinath Mohaniy has in
rroduced anew and vigorous
style in Criva prosc. Words
are carefully chosen our of
the: commeon living speech of
villagers, combinations coin
cd for abstract ideas or intel
leciual  concepts,  delicate
shades of meaning. feeling
or nuance, His prose has a
rhvthmic, musical  quality,
and therwords become irre-
placeable without hurting the
line. Mayvadhar Mansinha, the
authaor of History of Origa
Literature, finds Gopinath
Mohanty's Oriva "rugged and
vial", ‘redolent of the fur-
rowed land, the wild forests,
the: craggy hills and fast flow-

ing hill streams ..a style

stamped with the impress of
a unique individuality, with
ils own ways of looking at
things, and with the courage
to say things in its own way, .,

Gopinath Mohanty is inevery
way o path breakoer.” Sitakan
Mahapatra finds Mohaniyv's
shorter fiction evokes “‘myriac
pictures and sounds of
Orissa’s rural landscape.”

Mohanty has been a pio-
neer in the field of research
relating to the most back-
ward sections among  the
tribes ol Orissa. He was the
first to codily the dialect of
the Kuvi Kondh, to prepare its
grammar, o  collect  the
tribal human sacrifice song
and other ritual songs, as
also hallads. He discovered
other tibes and recorded
their patois. He established
that gvpsies of Europe origi-
nally migrared from easiem
India. San Jose State Univer-
sity, California, USA, appoin-
ted him Adjunct Professor of
Anthropology. a unique horn-
our for one who held no
degree in the subject.

His tireless rescarch was
not confined to ribal world
alone: he tracked down old
palm-eal manuscripts  and
cstablished the date and
place of Sarala Dasa, the
author of the Orva Maha
bharata and shed new light
on the epic.

with DUP. Pananayak, VK. Gokak and DR, Berwdre, 1974



Mohanty has also written
essavs, playvs and verse, and
enriched the Oriva literature
with ranslations of classics
from the West, and the rest
of India.

Such prodigious literary and
scholarly pursuit in itself is a
lifetime’s work, but Gopinath
Mohanty combined it with
the rigours of administrative
work. After a brilliant acade-
mic career, he joined the
Orissa  Administrative  5er-
vice in 1938, Two years later

he married Adarmmont Desd
He served the Govemmenit
for three decades and his
arduous work left him exhaus-
ted but writing acted as a
“tonic” for him and he would
often cut his hours of rest or
leisure or put off or neglect
personal affairs 1o find time
o write diving himself whole-
heartedly to it. Even today., ai
the age of seventy-five, he
continues to write with zest
and passion,
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A Chronology

Birth

M.AL (First position in
Fatna University)

Joined Orissa
Administrative Service
First novel,

Muona Gahira Chasa
Parcjc (novel)

Amirutara Sarptan {novel)
Harifarn (novel)

Bishuba Milan citation
Gheasara Phuila,

Poda Kapale, first short
story collections
Sahitya Akademi Award
for Armrutarc Sarntarn
Member, Oriva Advisory
Board, Sahityva Akademi
foriiveyears

Matimneatad (noved

Soviet Land Nehrua Avward
for iranslation of Gorky's
My Universities

Director, United
Commercial Bank,

as anexperton tribals

1973

1974

1976

1979

1951
1983

1 456G

198G

Kalashakfi, first cssay
collesction

Jranpdith Award for
Metirmeteal

[, Litt., Sambalpur
University

President, Oriva Wrilers'
Co-0p. Society;

UGC Fellowship for
Creative Writing in Oriva,
Utkal University
Padmabhushan
Fellowship from
Government of iIndia tor
Creativie Writing;
Mermbmer,

Oriva Advisory Board,
Sahitva Akademi

for five years

Adjunct Professor of
Social Sciences, san Jose
University, USsA
Consultant, State
Resource Coentre for
Adull Education,
Bhubaneswar

Fesceiving Jnanpith Award from Nibarmranjan Bay, 1974



