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mees;-;nr Jayakanta Mishra is

a dedicated scholar and
discerning critic of Maithili
language and literature. He has

devoted more than half a
century to the study and
appreciation of Maithili as
perhaps no other. single
individual has hitherto been
able to do. It has been said that
his name will be handed down
to posterity in India as the
greatest benefactor of Maithili at
present day after that of the
illustrious George Abraham
Grierson, and will earn for him
graﬁtude of sixteen millions of
Maithili speakers in the first
instance and of the scholarly
world of the whole of Inidia, in
the second’ (Prof. Suniti Kumar
Chatterji in his Foreword to
Brihat Maithili Sabdakosa).

Shri Mishra was born in a
family of reputed Sanskrit
scholars of Mithila then residing
at Varanasi on November 20,

1922. He is the son of
Mahamahopadhyaya Dr.
Umesha Mishra and grandson of
Mahamahopadhyaya Pandit
Jayadeva Mishra.

Shri Mishra was brought up
and educated at Allahabad
where his father was a Sanskrit
teacher in the university. In those
davs Allahabad had become the
centre of modern European
traditions in north India and he
had the good fortune of
imbibing them through his
teacher Professor Amarnatha
Tha. He had a brilliant career in
the Department of English
Studies and Modern European
l.anguages and hence offered a
lectureship in 1944 after getting
his M.A. degree in English
language and literature in 1943
from where he retired as
Professor and Head of the
Department in 1983, He was
selected as Visiting Fellow in
English at Sagar University
from 1985 to 1985, He was
called upon to the All India
Board for Research Awards in
Humanities in 1986 at Mysore.
He was also the Dean, Faculty of
Languages and Social Sciences,
Chitrakoot Gramodavya
Visvavidyalaya from 1992 to
1944,

Although Shri Mishra earned
his livelihood as a renowned
scholar of English language and
literature, he has devoted almost
his entire life in the service of
Maithili language and literature.
Shri Mishra was early interested
in his mothertongue Maithili
and his native region Mithila
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even as a young lad for the simple
reason that matters connected
with them used to be discussed
every now and then in his home
and that of Dr Sir Ganga Nath Jha,
the then Vice-Chancellor of
Allahabad University. e had the
unique opportunity of browsing
in their Maithili libraries.

Shri Mishra's juvenile writings
used to be circulated in
handwritten children's magazine
of his wvillage Gajahara called
Balvinod. The first significant
piece of literary criticism, which
got publicity, wasa long review of
Gangapati's novelette Sushila
which was published in the
celebrated Maithili weekly
Mithila Mihir in 1943. Soon
thereafter he organized a Sahitya
Samiti in the university and took
steps to hold literary gatherings
frequently.

The Indian P. E. . attracted his

attention and he became
attached to it as a Maithili
writer since 1947, He attended
its meetings held at Baroda
{1957}, Bhubaneswar (1959)
and Lucknow {1964). He began
his studies in Maithili
literature under the guidance
of Prof. Amarnatha Jha,
Subsequently, his reputation
grew up as an eminent writer
of Maithili. It was in this
context that he planned and
got published his A History of
Maithili Literature in two
volumes and An  Infroduction
to the Folk Literature in two
parts.

After a chance meeting with
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Shri
Mishra organized a historic
NMational Maithili Book
Fxhibition in Delhi in 1963 and
made concerted efforts to
publish scholarly editions of
Maithili classics. 1t was Shri
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Mishra's critical essays on
Maithili that poured in plenty in
various journals and forums. He
was invited to preside over
various meets. His most
important contribution was
made on the study of Kirtania
Drama in 1970. His magnum
opus is Brihat Maithili Sabdakosa
of which two wvolumes have
come oul from Simla and
remaining volumes are in the
course of publication.

The Maithili Sgmachar, a
fortnightly bulletin of the All
India Maithili Sahitya Samifi,
Allahabad being edited by Shri
Mishra since last 50 years, has

created bonds of affinity,
purposefulness, creativity and
momentum  in the world of
Maithili letters.
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1922 Bornat Varanasi

1939 Married to Aprajita
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poetess and writer

I'rof. Mishra lecturing at the Prof. Amarnath Jha Centenary Celebration, Allahabad
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