Literary Forum: A Tribute to M.M. Kalburgi
September 30, 2015, Bengaluru
The Regional Office of Sahitya Akademi at Bengaluru organized a tribute and homage meeting for late Dr M.M.
Kalburgi, Sahitya Akademi Award winning author and reputed Kannada scholar who was also a former General
Council Member of Sahitya Akademi at the Senate Hall, Central College campus in Bengaluru on September
30, 2015.
The forum was presided over by Dr Chandrasekhar Kambar, Vice President, Sahitya Akademi who is also an
eminent Kannada poet and playwright and Jnanpith Award Winner. Eminent Kannada scholars, Dr M. S.
Ashadevi, Sri S. R. Vijayashankar, Dr S.G. Siddramaiah, Dr Hampa Nagarajaiah and Dr Narahalli
Balasubramanya, Convener, Kannada Advisory Board, Sahitya Akademi participated in the tribute meeting in
addition to large gathering of Kannada writers and poets. All the scholars and writers participating in the
programme vehemently condemned the gruesome murder of Dr M.M. Kalburgi. Sri S. P. Mahalingeshwar,
Regional Secretary, Sahitya Akademi, welcomed the participating and audience and spoke briefly about the
legacy of the departed writer and how his works, especially his Award winning title ‘Marga-4’ influenced the
laymen and scholars alike.
The forum started with the observation of a minute’s silence as a mark of respect to the departed writer and
scholar.
Dr Ashadevi, eminent Kannada writer, talked about how she learnt many thing in life from Dr M.M. Kalburgi
and highlighted Dr Kalburgi’s extensive research and his role in the formation of Dalit poetics. His murder was
a severe blow the secular fabric of our society.
Sri Vijayashankar, eminent Kannada critic, highlighted Dr Kalburgi’s pivotal role in making research in
Kannada literary milieu as an indispensable tool for every Kannada litterateur. Sri Vijayashankar said his death
is a very big loss to Kannada and Indian literary world.
Dr S. G. Siddaramaiah, eminent Kannada poet and writer, observed that Dr Kalburgi’s murder is nothing but the
sheer abuse of democracy and one more effort by the fundamentalist forces to stifle freedom of expression. He
remarked that Dr Kalburgi’s death is a big loss to Kannada culture and literature.
Dr Hampa Nagarajaiah, eminent Kannada scholar, highlighted the all-round excellence of Dr Kalburgi and
observed that Dr Kalburgi was like a Guru to many litterateurs in Karnataka.
Dr Narahalli Balasubramanya observed that gruesome murder of Dr M.M. Kalburgi is a reflection of sad state in
which our society is at and we all should reflect deeply to get rid of the malaise which is ailing our society. He
said Dr Kalburgi was the embodiment of scholarship and research.
Dr Chandrasekhar Kambar talked about how the death of Dr Kalburgi is an irreparable loss for him personally
as he and Dr Kalburgi were classmates along with other great scholars from Dharwad. Dr Kambar said he lost
an excellent friend, colleague and fellow writer. Dr Kambar observed that Dr Kalburgi’s murder leaves a big
void in Kannada literature and culture and is almost impossible to fill.
All the writers and scholars participating in the programme unanimously appealed to the Government of
Karnataka to nab the culprits immediately and deliver the justice to the departed legendary writer’s family and
Kannada literary community. Justice to Dr Kalburgi will also underline the spirit of freedom of expression and
right to speech very strongly. Everyone in the hall observed such dastardly acts should not be tolerated and such
acts are big threats to communal harmony and peaceful living.

