Kavivar Sitaram Jha (1891-1975), is among the few poets who
radically influgnced the course of Maithili literacure. ;
~ Although he wrote much in Hindi, especially where it related to
his profession as an astrologer, he used Maithili for literary
purposes. He was encouraged to write in Maithili when he saw what
the Bengalis had done for their own literature. Kavivar's poetry is
spontaneous and strong, creating his own literary conventions.
Composed in the idiom of the common people at a time when the
- national struggle for Independence had caught the imagination of
‘every intellectual and artist, many of his poems have found a
permanenl place among Maithili people of every strata of society.
His literary wrilings arc in many senses a true and hohstu: reflection
of the LHI[UT{, of Maithila,

Bhimnath Jha, author of the present monograph is himself a
renowned poet. In this monograph, he has presented the various
facets of Kavivar Sitaram Jha's life and works in a remarkable
manmnet. :

Jagadish Prasad Karna, is a teacher and translator, He has been
associated with the Sahitya Akademi’s Maithili ﬁdmur}' Board for
several years.
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Life-sketch and Personality

Kavivar Sitaram Jha is considered to be one of the important pillars
of modern Maithili poctry. Even though the modern age in Maithili
literature is traced from Chanda Jha, the refinement and wide scope
that we find in the language and content of Sitaram Jha's poetry
make him the cornerstone of this age. His poetry lows with a strong
current breaking many a barrier of lilerary conventions. The
naturalness of language in his poetry and the raciness of his Maithili
acquire such prominence that these alone would have reserved a
pride of place for him in the history of Maithili literature. This is not
tor say that he devoted his extraordinary talent in chiselling only the
beauty of his language, he also proved capable of generating in the
hearis of his readers a compelling love: for this language, Mai/thili.

Ten score versifiers had preceded Silaram Jha but none, before
him, except Vidyapati, had given such a clarion call to his
contemporaries to dedicate themselves 1o the cause of Maithili, or
had inspired and encouiaged people to write in Maithili, and taught
them to feel proud of their lanpuage. None before him had joined
issues with the dotractors of this language and, in fact, taken up
cudgels on its ehalf,

Of the few pocts who brought a trning poinl in the course ol
Maithili poetry he is the foremast. Tn order Lo view the poetry of
Sitaram Jha in a historical perspeclive, il is necessary to discuss
those of his predeecssors whose poctry had given a new direction to
daithili poetry.

Sanskrit being the only medium of education and learncd
discourse it is still not decidedly known as to who were those
pioncering souls who had had the intujtion and urge to write in
vernacular. But this much is certain that from the eighth to the
eleventh century A.D. some Siddhas did the spade work in the crusty
land of Maithili poctry. Judging from the finguistic style and choice
of subjects in the poetry of about twenty two Siddhas—Sarahpad,
Sabarpad, Luipad, Bhusukpad, Rinpad and others—out of cighty-
[our lfamous ones, 1t is easy to gather thal these Siddhas must have
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been from Mithila. They did the spade work and obviously it was on
the strength of their clforts that the barren tracts of this language
came under some kind of literary cultivation, Though Jyotirishwara
is known for his prose-work Vamaratngkara, his title of
“Kavishekharacharya' proves that he was the best among many able
practitioners of this art. The narrative style of Vamaratnakara and
some Maithili verses fouad in Dhurtasamagam also strengthen this
view. However, in the absence of sufficient number of his poems,
Vidyapati has naturally superseded his importance.

in fact, it is Vidvapati, who, with his songs numbering over a
thousand, first of all heralds the advent of spring in the garden of
Maithili poetry. Thus Vidyapati alone had the unchallenged honour
of establishing a sort of poetic empire in Maithili. After him poetry
seems (o flow from the pen of many poets wha did little but imitate
the style of the great pocl. None before Maubodha showed cnough
courage to make a departure from the beaten track. The credit of
innovation goes to Manbodha alone. He liberated Maithili poctry
from the bondage of Iyricism and brought it to the new path of
narraiive poetry 1o, Prabandha Kavya. Manbodha's example was
later followed by Chanda Jha. On the basis of Mihile Bhashe
Ramayana and Chandra Padyavali Chanda Jha is considered to be
the pioneer of modern Maithili literature. Though there were many
poets after Chanda Jha, the singular credit of widening the scope
and diversifying the forms of Maithili poetry goes to Sitaram Jha
alone.

Sitaram Jha did not only enrich the classical trerds of Maichili
poetry bt also added new dimensions to it. With his varied and
variols poetic contributions the Maithili landscape suddenly
undergocs a scenic transformation.

In order to understand the personality and work of Sitaram Jha it
is necessary to know a little about his life, Born in 1891 Sitaram lived
up to the ripe age of cighty-four. During this long span he was not
only a witness to, but also the cause and creator of many a literary
event in Maithili. Though professionally cngaged in astrological
stodies, commissioned writings on astrological topics and research
works connected with them, he was all the while deeply devoted to
the cause of Maithili literature. He had hardly any time 1o think
aboul wriling an aulobiography, or probably be felt no urge for it. Tt
may be observed that in the works of ancient scholars whereas the
subjeel malter is given an cxhaustive treatment there are few
references to the lives of the authors themselves.,
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Therefore determination of their biodata becomes  difficult
Although the sane cannot be said about Sitaram Jha, the authentic
details of the important events of his life are difficult to be
chronologically collated. These details while giving us a plimpse of
the socicly conlemporary (o the poct would also have cclped us in
analysing his poetry. If at all the poet were o write his
autobiography it would have surely become an authentic history
highlighting the socio-cultural and lhiterary trends of his (ime, But
destiny bad it otherwise. On the basis of what the post has, here and
there, said aboul himself, and the reminiscences abowt him
presented by his near and dear ones, an effort has been made here
to piece together a brizf sketch of his hife,

Birth and Family

Thete is no common agreement about the date of birth of Kavivar
Sitaram Jha, His work Maithili Kowopovana published during his
life-time mentions, in course of his brief life-sketch, that he was born
on Wednesday, “Tritiya Tithi' of ‘Magh Krishna', ‘Vikram Samvat’
1947, thal is, on January 5, 1891, Bul Dr. Suryanarayan Choudhary,
while throwing light on his lifs, writes in the very bepinning of his
rescarch work, 4 Crtical study of the Maoithili Waitings of Sitaram
Jha':

“Kavivar Sitaram JTha was born on Wednesday, the fourth *Tith?
of ‘Magh Krishng’ of 1928 *Sal, “Vikram Samvat® 19477

Hc has also specificd the hour of his birth more clearly in the
footnote :

“Fash year "San’ 1928, ‘Vikram Samvat’ 1947, ‘Magh Krishna
Chaturthi Tithi," that is, Wednesday, ‘Purva Phalguni Nakshatra,
‘Chaturtha Charan’, 24 *Ghari’, 15 *Pal’ ; accordingly 2.30 P.M.™

The almanac, however, shows that Wednesday did not fall on the
Sth Junuary 1891, but on the 16th, At the titne of sunrise that day it
was “Tritiya Tithi' in (he hour of the poet's birth. Hence it can be
undoubtedly asserted that Kavivar saw the light of the day on
January 16, 1891,

He was born in his paternal village Chongama situated adjacent
to the headquarters of the Benipur subdivision in the Darbhanga
distriei. He was of ‘Belouche Sudai’ origin (Mool and a Brahman
of "Bharadwaj Gotra'. His father’s name was Bachharan Jha and his
mother’s Janaki Devi. One of his ancestors, the tather of his great
great  grandfather, Bhola Jha settled at his maternal place
{*Matrika") Chougama itself and since then his ancestors became the
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residents of this very village. The youngest of the five children of his
tather, he had two elder brothers and two clder sisters. The eldest of
the brothers was Ram Prasad Jha, followed by his sister Saraswati
Devi, who again was followed by his brother Suryanarayan Jha and
then his sister Maya Desi

Childhood and Education

When Sitaram Jha was only two years old he was deprived of the
care of his [ather. Consequently the responsibility of bringing him up
fell on the shoulders of his mother and two elder brothers, The
[amily having but a small property, he could not continue to stay in
the village. Most of his time he lived at his maternal place, Sahora, It
was there that his ‘Mundan’ and ‘Upanayan’ rites were performed.

His education began with the learning of alphabet from the early
age of [our. Meritorious as he was from the beginning, he had, in
spite of his adverse circumstances, great zeal for learning, He took a
keen interest in it. He was admitted to class two of the Majhoura
Primary School. He passed the upper primary examination in the
first division from that school.

After passing that examination his studies owing to financial
stringency were discontinued. He started teaching some children at
his village and carned something in this way. Intelligent as he was, he
had, in addition, an exccllent capacity for teaching with zeal and
dedication. Impressed by this, some people wanted to see him
appointed a teacher. Some even tried for it, but at that (ime he had
not come of age.

This initial hindrance made him vow Lo Be a teacher. The future
proved his determination and up to the last breath he remained a
teacher.

After completing the “upper class” he evinced keen interest in
the study of Sanskrit which he learned at the feet of Pandit
Kapileshwar Tha of Jarison, He passed the Prathama Examination of
tyatish in the first division from the Sanskrit School, Jarison.
Thereafter, he studied at the feet of Pandit Shri Nandan Jha of the
Kanhouli village at Lohana School securing a first division in the
Madhyama Examination of Jyotish.

- After passing the Madhyama Examination he moved (o Banaras
Lo receive higher education, Financial aid came from Udit Narayan
Choudhary of Nchara, At Banaras he developed a strong thirst for
knowledge and zot ample opportunity to satisfy it. He made full use
of the opportunity by seriously applying himsclf to the study of
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Jyotish. He became the disciple of the only Maithil astrologer Maha
Mahopadhyaya Pandit Muralidhar Jha. He lived like a member of
his family which helped him in delving deeper into the knowledge of
Jyotish. Maha Mahopadhyaya was not only an erodite scholar of
Jyotish, but also a litterateur and a journalist of Maithili. Sitaram Jha
also acquired from this teacher a love for his mother-tongue and
inspired by him dedicated himself to the task of enriching Maithili.

Besides studying Jvotish under MM Muralidhar Jha, he also
studied literature under Maha Mahopadhyaya Devi Prasad Shukla.
Shuklaji weilded great influence over him, He secured the degrees of
‘Jyotishacharya® and ‘Kavyatirtha' from the Caleutta University as a
private student and afterwards passed the Shastri and Acharya
Examinations of the Government Sanskrit College of Banaras. He
also secured the first position in the difficult and much csteemed
examination, Dhout Pariksha, in 1915,

Marriage and Children

Married in 1907 at the age of sixteen, his wafe was ljotamani Dewi,
the daughter of Devidutta Jha of ‘Baliasaya Dharowra’” origin and
‘Kashyapa Gotra,” belonging to Shubhankarpur near Bhawanipur.
Three sons were born to them, Janardan Jha ‘Parakhi’, Rup Narayan
Jha ‘Rakesh’ and Vishwanath Jha “Vishapayl’ and a daughter
Jagatarini Devi. Living a blessed conjugal life for fifty years, his wife
left him for her heavenly abode in 1957,

Titles and Honours

The poet was honoured with many a litle and wribule for the
distinguished services rendercd by him to Jyotish and Maithili
language.

He was honoured with the title of Kgvivar which became part and
parcel of his name. Other honours included the title of Marithii
Safiitya Ratna conferred to him by Mithila Mitra of Sultanganj, the
titte of Kawvi Samrat by the Mithila Mihir family, the title of
Sahityacharya lrom the Bihar Rashtrabhasha Parishad, Patna and
the title of Sahitye Rutra rom the Mailhili Samsthan, Patna.

In the Maithili Conference organised by Maithili Academy,
Prayag he was made the honorary head of the department of
Dharmashastra and, besides being conferred upon with the title of
‘Dharma Viveka Varenya', was also honoured with ‘Pattavastra’ and
an order of merit.
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Lal Babadur Sanskrit Vidyapeeiha, Delhi bestowed upon him an
award and the “Pallavastra’ for his learned speceh on the subject of
Jyotish,

The ‘Givarnavagvardhini Sabha’ of Sangaved Vidyalaya of
Banaras conferrod  voen him the distingoished dtle of “Jyotish
Ratnakara.’

Teaching

The poet had taken a vow to adopt the veeation of teaching in his
bovhood. Accordirgly he fulfiiled his vow. After finishing his studies,
he adorned the post of Jyolish teacher at Sanyasi Sanskiil
Mahavidyalaya of Banaras from 1921 to 1962 considering his
reputation as a teacher and his profound erudition in Jyetish,
Banaras Sanskrit University offered him professorship which post he
occupied for the rest of his [ife.

Death

Sitaram Jha passed away on 13 June, 1975 Though ape had told
upom him, he remained active (il the end. He tanght his disciples
even in the night previous o his death.

Personality

Kavivar Sitaram Jha was a scholar of the school of the ancient style
of Sanskrit learing of Mithila. Thin of body and dark of complcxion,
he possessed a vivacious perscnality. A staunch upimlder of Maichil
culture, he abways dressed himsell in ‘dhot?’, "oue?”, ‘mirjal’, ‘pag’,
and invariably carried a waiking stick. His broad forchead was never
without a shining ‘tripunda’ and sandal paste. He was a Brabman
devotee who performed “Sandhys’, wowship and “lapa’ regularly.
Sweet-natured as he was, he always preferred pun and humonr in his
talks. But hc was staunch in his views. [n scholarly discussions he
would readily agree to the views of his counterpart if he thought
those proper, but in case of difference of opinion he would challenge
any scholar in support of his vicw,

Astrology was the main prop of his profession and he devoted his
whole life to its pursuit. In course of his studies and teaching he
always maintaincd #n cxploratory approach, such as writing books
on the subject, bringing ¢ut his commentaries on reference hocks of
esoleric naturs and publishing articles and noles. His assumpions in
astrology were not always in tune with those of other astrologers of
Mithila. Consequently disputes would very often arise hetween him
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and others, He would silence many a scholar during debates with his
spirited arguments. So firm was his faith in his own vicws that while
challenging his opponent, he would even put the other's knowledge
into question. This unwavering faith in his own views was born of his
great scholarship of Jyotish. On the concept of ‘Atichar’ he
continued Lo differ with the Maithil astrologers till the end of bis life
and never accepted defeat. His strong-mindedncss sometimes
crossed the limit of tolerance. These qualities of self-dignity, a
capacity for tireless endeavour and an invincible self-confidence
were deeply rooted in his nature.

Poetic Talent and Drive

Kavivar had a natural gift for poctry. Even while he was a mere boy,
his poetic genius began fo bloom. In this connection he himself
SQYS
Y‘E‘Aﬁ many tmes as I read the Mithile Bhasha Remavana
and the Rama Charitamanas of Tulsidas in my boyhood, I
liked to recite them by substituting their words and lines with
my own. Sometimes I would succeed in recomposing the Lines
according to my choice and then would recite them. Now do 1
understand that my poetic sensibility had manifested itself at
that very siape.”
{“0 Je Kahalani™—S+ Hansargj, p. 46}

Later on he chiselled his poetic talent still morc through practice.
Even his letters used 1o be in verse and verse again was uscd in his
conversations even with his class mates.

That he utilized his poctic talents for Maithili alone is surely a
matter of pride for this Hterature. His dedication to his mother-
tongue and his vow to write only in Maithili are proofs of his
unflinching faith in his mother-tongue. For this he drew inspiration
from an incident in Calentta,

Although he had started writing in ]91‘3 itself, at that time,
however, the spirit of dedication Lo his mother-tongue had not been
‘born in him. Besides Maithili, he was alse writing in Rashtrabhasha
(Hindi) and Dcvabhasha (Sanskrit)

He had to go to Caleutta at that (ime very often. The love
of the Bengalis for their mother-tongue highly inflamed him. In
fact it was this zcal of the Bengali: for their mother-tongue
that left an indelible imprint on his mind wrging him to render
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single-minded service (o his own mother-tongus. He narrates at
a place

*“When in 1915 1 passed the Title Examination of Bihar and .

arrived in Caleutta, I found how deep was the Bengalis® love for their
mother-tongue and how vast was their respect and pride for it, 1
would like to narrate an incident. One day I saw that there was a big
congregation and the povernor had also graced the occasion. He was
an Englishman not koowing the Bengali language. But see, how the
Bengalis respected their mother-tongue—they just forced him to
speak in Bengali. When the governor began to deliver his tutored
speech in stammering Bengali my love for my own mother-tongue
got inflamed.”

Five or six years after the aforementioned incident of Caleutla
there was one similar incident at Banaras, after which he totally gave
up wriling verse in Hindi. A highly popular item in the pocts’
conference those days used to be the ‘Samasyapurti’ A line of verse
was to be projected to form a full poem in one's own style. In order
to instil a sense of competition some prizes were also given.
Narrating an incident of the same type Kavivar says —

“It is an incident of 1920-21. T had been living at Banaras those
days. There was a poets’ conference in Hindi. The poets were given
a line of verse, i.e. ‘Samasya’ and cach completed it in his own style.
I was also one of the participants. Although my compaosition even
won a prize, I was, at the same time, put to much painful criticism
for a grammatical error in Hindi. This paincd me so much that [ was
full of reaction apainst the Hindi language. Since then I started
writing poems in my molher-tongue alone.”

Both these incidents illuminate the strength of his character. The
incident of the Bengali community compelling cven an English
governot to speak in Bangala had enkindled in him a fanatic love for
his mother-tongue. The bitter censure of his grammatical error in
Hindi by the Hindi speaking men had brought about a
disillusionment in his mind. Had he not witnessed that incident in
l’.‘:alcutta he would not have developed such a deep attachment for
|:£IS mother-tongue. Similarly, if he had not undergone an cxpericnce
like that at Banaras even other languages would have claimed his
time which he was later to devole (o Maithili alonc . Since firmness
of decision wus a marked trait of his charactcr he never wavered

from hjs stand. So his firmness, even il excessive, proved benelicial
for Maithili,
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But he did not write any the less in Hindi and Sanskrit. All his
works on Jyolish are either in Hindi or in Sanskril, and seldom in
Maithili. His professional interest was in astrology alone beeause
that alone was to serve as a means of his livelihood. He adopted the
Rashtrabhasha (Hindi} as a medium for his profession which was
only necessary and justified. He was working as a teacher at Banaras
where the mother-tongue of most of his students was a language
other than Maithili. How could he have written books on astrological
science in Maithili for those students ? So he was compelled to write
such books in Hindi and that medium assured for him a wide
reputation for his scholarship. .

Literature was by no means, a profession for him, He used it just
for offcring his hcarls oulpourings in the scrvice of his mother-
tongue. “Mother and motherland are still more glorious than
heaven” was his supreme motto. Kavivar treated his mother-tongue
with the same respect as one would his mother and motherland,
acknowledging an equal value to cach in this way :

The trio—mother, motherland

and mother-tongue
Are the world's essence,

So Lhe wise have sung!

The poctry of Kavivar glorifies itself by glorifying mother,
motherland and mother-tongue.

As proof of his professional competence he wrote books on
astrological science afler a thorough study, rescarch and analysis of
the subject. In the field of astrology he is credited with establishing
some new concepts by trying to refute the old oncs, but what he did
for Maithili was different. Here he was impelled with a sense of duty
towards his mothertongue. To write in onc’s language with
dedication is one thing, but to writc with a view to enrich the
impoverished state of one’s language is another, A genius performs
this second task even while carrying out the fiest one itself.

The writings of Kavivar went a long way in aceomplishing this
second task also. However, the primary object of his writing
remained but to render service to his mother-tongue.

As he could not devote full time (o Maithili alone, there is not a
single fat volume to his credit. Though he weilded his pen for a long
period of sty years and possessed the brilliant talent for instant
poctic composition, his meagre literary outpul in Maithili is not
commensurate with his kind of poctic genius. But cven this small
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output was of high literary value and importance, which deeply
inspircd the contemporary community of poets. It gave a sudden
boost to the Maithili poetry from the viewpoint of popularity. But
still more remarkable was his rock-like personality which neither
gave way nor accepted any defeat for his mother tongue. He kept the
lamp of his love for Maithili burning even in the wake of the high
popularity of Hindi, In the very fortress of Bharatendu, Premachand
and Prasad he went on enriching his vérnacular Maithili.

Kavivar was a devotee. The major portion of his life was spent at -

Banaras, the central place of pilgrimage in this land and the glory of
Lord Vishwanath and the Ganga have been a coveted theme of
prayer and hymn for poets throughout the Puranas. Kavivar was also
a dedicated devotee of Lord Vishwanatha and a worshipper of His
selfless bountifultess :

So erratic are all His aclions,

Yet who is to check Him ?

So frenzied is He of temper,

Yet who dares to ask Him ?

Well satishicd with the offer

Of mere four grains of rice,

He overflows one's cofler with
Milk, curd and gems in a trice !
Happy with a paimfil of water
And ‘Bam Bam Har® singing,

He can grant three worlds' dominion
Though Himself may go begging !
He verily rules the cosmos
Absolute and all independent !
He is Lord Mahadeva

And T am His humble servant 1t

At Kashi he had his daily ablutions in the Ganga, counting
himself blesscd to have the nearness of Her sin-washing waters. His
fumf:fal rites were performed on the very bank of the Ganga there,
He sings of the Ganga's glory thus -

S0 long as the Ganga Nows here

Attachment and detatchment are but even !
Whether one indulges in sins or virtues

Both ways one is bound to altain Heaven 1!
What was even beyond the reach of celestials
And was carned by endless penance,
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Has now become at the banks of the Ganga
All simple, trash and nonsense !

Among the earthly mortals he was devoted to the Maharaja of
Mithila. Right from Vidyapati up to the carly modern age the pocts
and writcrs have been enjoying the patronage of kings and princes.
Scholats, pocts and artists have always crowded the royal courts. For
their maintenance they have depended on the benevolence of the
rich, Hence it was natural that the poct should sing the praise of -
kings. Though Kavivar Sitaram Jha was not a court poet he also
sought the favour and patronage of the rich. This must have been the
reason for him (o mention and eulogize the ‘Rajas’ in his poetry. In
those days loyalty to the ruler was looked upon as ‘dharma’ for lesser
mortals. So it is no wonder that Kavivar's muse waxes eloquent in
praise of the Maharajadhiraj of Mithila. One of the points in the
nine-point programme of ihe Maithil Mahasabha was also loyalty to
be shown to the King of Mithila, But in spite of his wish to remain
“in the cool shade of the all granting mercy-irce (Kalpataru) of
Mithilesh” he had also an ardent desire to be in the service of his
motherland. Like other pocts of the past not all his poetic creations
bear the unmistakable stamp of loyally to the Mithilesh except
perhaps his Alankara Darpana.

As a teacher it had become almost his second nature to give
sermons to his disciples. This trait is evident throughout his writings.
One of the main objects of his poctry was to direct his Maithil
communily lo the proper path. So everywhere he assumes the role of
a preacher,

Kavivar was a reformist. While being an ardent upholder of
Maithil culture, he always opposed what he thought to be a
distortion of it. His zeal for social reforms is seen surging through all
his poetic works. Unata Basat and the inspiration behind it amply
illustrate his reformistic zeal. ;

Though Kavivar could not write his autobiography, he surely
mentions some significant events of his life here and there and these
bring out his personalily. He has jotted in detail the events leading
to the composition of Unarg Basat in his article entitled “Jeevan
Kram’ published inthe Mithile Milir of Qetober 28, 1962,

The story in short is (his. One Summer Kavivar left Kashi for his
village home, There one day just when he had sat down to eat his
meal it started to rain. Only then did he come Lo know that the
entire roof over him was leaking, His wifc told him that for the last
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iwo years the thatched roof had ramained unrcpaired for want of
labowr. His wile was not ready to gpet the roof thatched by
untouchables, becanse, in her view, it would defile all the household
articles. Kavivar argued as to how one who would work on the roof
could bring about the pollution of articles inside the house. But his
wife rejected Kavivar's logic on the ground of Maithi! convention.
The poet was both astonished and infuriated at this improper
tradition of Mithila, He convened a meeting of the villagers and put
the question to them and told them that the ‘shastras’ (sacred books
of law) regarded the dog as the most unholy of all creatures, but if it
touched a pot, they never threw it away for that. How could then s
human being defile an article even when he did not touch it 7
Though nong was able o give a proper reply to Kavivar's arpument,
his contention was nol preferred. Dispruntled at this, the poct
started writing Unuta Basar from that very day, He wrole

A dog is the most defiled of all creatures,
Sa declare our ‘Shastras’ and seriptures
But we pet it warmly as our children

And let it come right into the kitchen !

It [reely smells our pots and other objecls,
Leaves its facces all over our procingts,

11 licks our ears, forchead and all,

Doesn't then the curse of pollution befall ?
Bul il humans, boro of our hody,

Halkhor, Do, Misahar or the tribals billy
Step on our door or touch our lerrace,

It defiles all things within our home-space,
We throw everything away and tolally refuse,
Scold them with words of direct abuse.
What can be more suicidal than this action !
Today the wind is blowing in anti-direction !

While attacking some wrong and orthdox convenlions of Mithily,
this composition of the poet did not only uphold the cause of human
dignity but also blasted the very basis of untcuchability practised in
our H{Nﬂﬂlj",

Al this time of bis rise as a poet Mithila had Falfen into the vl
custom of child-marriage. Kavivar could nat countenance this social
evil of Mithila, Attacking the convention he cnumerated the factors
responsible for such an evil custom . He also expressed his anxicty
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over the degeneralion of human values in a land of such cultural

glory.

This child-marrizge has made us all

As il we were visited by ghosts

Mone of us do mind our business, as though,
We were all illiteratc hosts -

We keep on moving here and there for nothing,
We look lost and distracted of mind

Our anger Mlashes from the nose-tip, as if,

We were of the jackal-bitlen kind !

Though not in favour of piving unlicensed liberty o women he
was dead against the purdah-system. In his age, out of modesty
women could under no circumstance talk with their hushands in the
presence of other people.

A woman could not run to give succour Lo her husband even if
some danger had befallen him. In Kavivar's view this was most
unnatural, A reminiscence of Kavivar entitled ‘Appan Sunal Gappa’
was publiched in the monthly Swadesh in the columa of ‘Nari
Samsar’. Therein the poct has given vent to his sense of the changing
sitwation through a dialogue between women of two different
gencrations. An excerpt from it is given below :

“The eighth Lady, *O sister, if you seek the decorum of your time
these days, say, where will you find it ? one whole year had passed
since the Dvirapaman of Chunchun Babu. Mis eighty year old and
disabled mother still served food Lo her son herself and fed him too,
One day when Chunchun Babu was back lrom his paddy field, he
slipped and fell flat on his mossy court-yard. He passed out. Mother
saw it and shouted at her daughter-in-law, *Hurry up, O Bahurmani,
belp my son ! Bl her ery was in vain ; Bahurmani could not
venture out because of the barrier of purdah.”

“A young lady interrupled in the middle, “What a shame ! She
shoutd have run 1o her husband to belp him™ !

(Swadesh, First Year Number 5)

By getting outinoded customs thus censured by a spokesman of
the modern age, Kavivar indicated that he did not favour purdah, No
doubt he regarded ‘modesty’ as an ornament for women, but when
the samc thing beeame an ovil, he vehemently opposed it. The
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examplc makes it perfectly clear that our poet was in favour of
reform.

As he had made study and teaching the main object of his life, he
did not keep himsell in touch with the politics of the country. But he
was opposed to the British rule and supported ‘swaraj’, even though
he had no intercst in polities.

However, this political disinterestedness on his part was over by
1962. The Chinese attack roused his consciousness as it did in the
case of other lilterateurs of the nation and with his patriotic pocms
he exharted his counteymen to fight the enemy with courage :

Brave youth, oow take up bow and arrow,

The encmics on high borders rush below
Defying even death, adopt a new strategy,

Don't befriend the wicked, shun this policy

1f the enemy farces you, smash him and shatter ;
Crossing into his Jand even mountains batter :

If he looks at you, gouge out his eyes,

Storming Chou-en-lai’s fortress, blow it to skies !

Kavivar's pen roarcd in the similar fashion at Pak attack.

This proves that though Kavivar kept himself scrupulously aloof
from the contemporary political events, his patriotic feelings were
deeply aroused whenever our country's security was threatencd.
Thus it is obvious that Kavivar was an ardenl nationalist and a
patriot at heart. This is proved beyond doubt that he had an ardent
national spirit.

He was so busy with the study and teaching of astrology that he
did have little time to read the contemporary literature of Maithili.
Owing to insurmountable difficulties very few books in Maithili
could be published in those days. The few which saw the light of the
day saw it in the region of Mithila alone. Most of the time Kavivar
lived at Banaras away from Mithila, 50 he could not keep himself
abreast wilh the literary activities of Maithili. Partly on account of
his engagement with other subjects and partly because of the non-
availability of the latest publications in Maithil, Kavivar had
developed the habit of devoting time to his own crealive writings in
Maithili. When he could not read even the contemporary Maithili
literature, it does not appear probable that he would have had the
urge Lo read the lileratures of other Indian languages. Obviously,
therefore, his poetry fails to keep pace with the contemporary
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literature of some of the advanced languages of India. However, this
was the case not only with him alonc, but, generally, with almost all
the writers of that period.

That he admitted his ignorance of the contemporary literature
shows his quality of downright frankness and truthfulness in speech.
This frank admission of ignorance was an essential part of his
personality. The wirtue of truthfulness was one of the marked
features of his personality. Lucidity of specch, thought and language
is regarded as the distinguishing quality of Kavivar's writings. This is
illustrated by these lines

Qur ancestors, rising carly at dawn,
Observed the six rituals correctly ;

They spent (heir days and nights

Pursuing acts of goodness perfectly
Whereas we, rising siill earlier,

Come out of our home but sceretly

And, alas, mounted on buifaloes,

We get others’ ficlds grazed most wickedly !

The young man of today, riding a buffalo, gels others fields
grazed. The ambiguous implications of these lincs are very
instructive. ‘Buffalo’ here stands for ‘ignorance’. ‘Mounted on
buffalocs’ means ‘we arc stceped in dismal ignorance’ and in such
ignorance we get others’ crop-laden fields grazed ; that is to say, we
do not feel pride in cultivating our own literature, but exult in
misappropriating others’ mature crops. In other words, we excel in
plagiarizing. Here the poet is dealing a severe blow lo the tendency
of blind imitation of othcrs” languape, culture and literature. He had
a deep aversion o plagiarism and imitation of any kind and, he,
probably locked upon the modern contemporary literature as being
nothing elsc than the product of plagiarism. Hence he showed little
interest in what was being written by others.

The poelic garlands Kavivar offered in devotion to his mother
language were oot made of the flowers from others’ garden, but
from the blossoms of the poctic garden of his own rich sensibility.
The garland with which he bedecked Maithili has not only cnhanced
the beauty of Maithili, but also animated the entire Maithili
atmosphere with the native fragrance of his original compositions.
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The age in which Kavivar Sitaram Jha startcd wriling poclry was onc
of renaissance, social upheaval, the upsurpe of patriotic feelings and
of dedication to motherland and mother-tongue in the country.
Though the foundation of his creative activity was laid in the
beginning of the twentieth century itself, the atmosphere of the time
was slill pervaded with the elfeets of the happenings and cvents of
the last lap of the nineteenth century,

Af the turn of the century a new awakening among the large
masses of people in the country, especially in West Bengal, was just
taking place. The overriding elements of the new wave were that of
natipnalism and patrictism. The whole of Bengal was astir. As Bibar
also was then a part of Bengal it could not remain aloof, Calcutta,
being the metropolis, was the fountain-source of all the political,
educational and social upheavals in the region. It became the focal
point of nationalist movement. As Caleutta was the central capital
cven of Mithila, those movements directly influenced also Tirhut (i.e.
Mithila). As a result, the people of this region also felt in their hearts
a deep awakening of love for their country, Hence the people of
Mithila also joined the mainstream of “Swadeshi’ movement. Bengal
influenced Tirhut not only socially and politically but also in the field
of literature. Maithili litcrature suddenly found a new orientation. In
Bengali literature Bankim Chandra’s Angnd Math with its rousing
patriotic song ‘Bande Mataram’ had brought about a deep surging
patriotism in the hearts of the Bengalis. This single song had so
much fired the imagination of the common man that there was a
spate of such evocative songs of patriotic nature in the literature of
other languages of the country, Thousands of songs were sung in
different languages, in different regions and different styles moving

people emotionally and to become devoted to the cause of the

motherland. It called upon our youag people to sacrifice their lives
for the Hberation of their motherland. How could neighbouring
Mithila remain immune (o this fever of adoration for the
motherland, which ripht from Bengal had taken the whole of India in

]
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its stride 7 Poets of Mithila who had composed only devotional and
amorous poems so far, now turncd their pen o wriling patriotic
poems. This patriotic fervowr had also aroused in the men of Lhis
region a new found love for Maithili. Maithili literature saw a sort of
new awakening with themes In favour of social reforms,

When in 1905 Bihar was partitioned from Bengal, it influenced
not only these two regions, bul also the whole of the aation. The
partition movement of Bengal had wider repurcussions throughout
the country leaving an impact on the lanpuage and literature of these
two regions. i

In the field of education an important step was taken in the
direction of awakening the feeling of “‘Swadeshi’ in the Calcutta
University under the leadership of Sir Ashotosh Mukherjee. The
teaching of different languages was inaugurated in this university
under his stewardship. Maithili also, for the first time, got & place in
the university curriculum as an independent language.

This was the pericd when the independence movement began to
rock the entire nation. The immortal slogan of Lokamanya Tilak,
“Freedom is our birthright™, began to reverberate like a strideat call
throughout the nation. It was but natural for this patriotic movement
to spread up to Mithila like a wild fire. The dream of having a
government of our own as also the freedom to express curselves in
our own mother-tongues had also inspired Maithil litterateurs to
enrich their own literature. They now began to miss the absence of a
magazine in their own language. Thus, the first magavine in Maithili,
called Maithifi Hitasadhana , began to be published. In the following
year Mirhila Moda also saw the light of publication. Only after a
bricf interval the third periodical Mithila Mihir was started. The
litterateurs of the ime unitedly started giving a call to one and all to
serve and earich their mother-tongue.

The partition of Bengal, the national struggle for independence, a
new consciousmess to serve the motherland and the mother-tongue,
a revolutionary transformation in the contents of literatore,
publication of different magazines and periodicals aiming at social
awakening—all these factors had naturally a cumulative effect on
Sitaram Jha. Hence his poetry, contrary to those of his predecessors,
became wider in range and variety and incorporated all the elements
of social change and culture. The very cthos of the times was such as
could not let any litteratpur ignore this new-found love for
motherland and mother-tongue.



24 Sitgram Jha

It was only when the poets of Maithili turned their attention to

this aspcet that they became aware of the extent to which their |

mother-tongue was lagging behind and their motherland was
neglected. In order to rouse the spirit of the people it was necessary
to acquaint the regional socicty with the degradation of their land
and language. Hence, the two main themes of the poctry of that time
were the degeneration of Mithila and the neglect of Maithili. Tt was
the conviction of the poets that until the Maithil community had the
awarcness of their own degradation, they could not be inspired with
the urge to uplift their land and language. 1t was a fact that the glory
of Mithila had declined. The need, therefore, was to make people of
this region conscious of ils past glory, The reason for the decline lay
ins idleness, ignorance and the feeling of malice against each other.
People had littie Iove for their mother-tongue which to a great extent
obstructed the progress of this region. The poets of the period
exposed the evils of the sociely and called upon the people to
contribute their mite to the task of serving the country by enriching
their mother-tongue.

In order to understand the changed trends of the period it is
necessary to examine the poetry of other poets of this period.

In his poem entitled ‘Jeevan Saphalya’ the poet Yaduonath Jha
“Yaduvar’, while urging the Maithil society to liberate their
motherland, also tries to drive home the fact that no other ideal is
greater in life than to be of some use to the motherland :

One whose eternal lesson

Is to scrve ome's motherland

Marches from victory Lo victory

With achievements bold and grand !
Those who do not turn back,

However great be the obstructive power,
But fight for their country

Al the opportunc bour;

Those who are ever firm and disciplined
Brave and all sacrificing

Are alone blessed and fruitful

The rest are but self-disgracing !

Going into the cavses of the decline of Maithili literature and socicty
Kavivar realised thai the main causc for this sorry state of affairs lay
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in our lack of love for our script and language. This is the burden of
his poem ‘Matribhasha’ which rendered in prose will mean

Today the condition of Maithil society is abysmally low. It is so
because our language and script have long remained neglected.

By adopting proper tongue and costume

A land is really glorified

All troubles vanish and

Its culture and independence gel lortified |
One who holds dear and sacred

One’s land, tongue and race

Remains supreme in wisdom

And shines in ethical grace !

Similarly Chhedi Jha ‘Madhup’ gives a clarion call to the youth to
serve the nation in his poem ‘Udbodhan’ :

O Maithil brothers,

Dwellers of Mithila, all !

Open your eyes and shun
Pleasures at my call |

Long as you have slumbered

Even now but awake !

Revive your land or perish

Either of the ways take !

If you curb your jealousy and malice
Your deeeit and evil passion
Maithili is surc to bestow on Tirhut
Her infinite compassion !

In the same manner alluding to the disgrace perpelraicd on Maithili
by others, he tries to fire the Maithil minds with a sense of pride for
their language through the poem ‘Matribhasha’ :

Many cast on you

A look of mere derisior,

Siill this does not sirike in you
A bit of self-realisalion !

Who cares in the world

What you have to say ?
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Do you have any pride

For your mother Llongue, pray ?

Is your sclfishoess alone

Which as your heln you suppose -

Say, do you cven give car

To Maithili’s woes ?

Your mother tongue is a viclim—
Fallen to untold misery !

Ah Yol your own words and your birth
So ignorant vou be !

Drawing the atlention of his society towards the sweetness of
Maithili language Munshi Raghunandan Das says :

Sweeler than honey,

More palatable than nectar

In its extent of virtues

Mothing can be ever greater

What else can really be

Like our mother language 1

Let it be a point

Of thy perpetual reflection and knowledge
Whether in awdition or ulterance

It is s0 sweet and charming

A Tongue which ¢ven in dream

Gives no occasion for any misunderstanding,

All the cmotions mentioned above were very strongly present in
Kavivar Sitaram Jha and he gave expression to them in such a fluent
and effective language that it churned the reader's heari.

In addition to the iinpact of his times on him, he met with such a
eongenial atmosphere that poetry virtually flowed from his pen.
Alter finishing his early education he wenl to Banaras and was
blessed in getling a gura like Maha Mahopadhyaya Muralidhar Jha,
Fortunately Muralidhar Jha had also an ardent love for Maithili
Cherishing a desire for an all-rcund development of Maithili
langnage Muralidhar Jha made it a cause celebre to awaken the
slumbering Maithil society from iis cultural stupor. He reabised tha

a magazine in the language. The inertia of Maithil society caused by
a long lack of political and cultural pride could not be shaken off by
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any stray or half-hearied call. He realiscd that, unless a united call
from a thousand throats rent the air, Maithils would nol. come out of
their cultural languor. This caused Muralidhar Jha to start -
publishing the monthly joural Mithila Moda. With its help a group of
litterateurs gradually grew all of whom were charged with the task of
awakening the Maithil masscs. Almaost all the litterateurs of the age
were thus the creations of Mithila Moda. The sced of poctry in
Sitaram Jha al once sprouted as soon as it found a congenial soil.
Maha Mahopadhyaya Muralidhar Jha was a writer of refined prose.
He excelled at couching plain ideas in plain words in a touching
manner. Since some plain speaking was necessary, language, be
realised, had 1o be simple ie. shomn of all fipures of speech. His
prose had flow, lucidity and appeal. Likewise he was not in favour of
ornamentation in his poetty which only impeded communication for
the common reader. Sitaram Jha appreciated this sparit of his master
and started pouring out his heart in a charmingly refined language. It
should be remembered that the eredit for any refinement of
language and the clarity of expression which we find in the poctry of
Sitaram Jha goes to his teacher and guide Muralidhar Jha,

. Banaras beeame, al that time, the ceatre from where the great
task of awakening the slumbering consciousnese of Mithila was
undertaken, Thus, from that central position Sitaram Jha had no
difficulty in collecting all the information aboul the trends of his
time. He found a ready platform from where to exhort the Maithils
through his poems. And he was immensely successful in this task in
that the message of his poems was understood by his brethren,

In order w enkindle an inspiration for the uplift of a degencrated
socicty greal pocts and literaleurs have to use more than one
literary device. While the poct sings of the glorious past of Mithila,

_he alsc laments its present degeneration. ln the same poem and in

the same breath while he throws light on his society’s idleness,
illiteracy and backbiting tendeney, he also gives a stirring call to its
members to realise that they had the same talent which had once
made this region a land of rare cultural richness. If at times he
points his finger al major social evils, he also attacks its outmoded
customs with bitter satire. He docs not hesitate to highlight the
deeprooted evils of the Maithil society or point an accusing finger at
its inferior ways. Sitaram Jha inspires, exhorts and mocks in one
breath. Thus, ways may be different, but the goal is the same and
that is lo bring soclety to the path of progress. Society does not
consist of people of uniform nature, hence to enlighten them in one
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and the same way is out of question. The litterateur who has his
fingers on the pulse of his society knows what words should be
addressed to which class of people and at what opportune moment
to produce the desired effect. This is the stuff a genuinely great and
popular poet is made of, Judged by this criteria the excellence of
Silaram Jha's genius is at once proved. _

Singing of the glory of Mithila and the mother-tongue Sitaram
Jha says : _ .

To the north lies Gouri's paternal home

To the south flows the Ganga, the washer of sins
To the west the Gandak, the destroyer of evils
To the east the Kosi's rule begins

Whose soil is sofler than soft butter

Where water tastes like sweet ambrosia

Go and observe the three worlds ;

You won't find a Jand like Mithila !

And then he laments its present degradation

‘It is a pity we have given a good-bye to all good sense, throwing
our age-old tradition to the fore winds ! Torturing the poor is our

joy and swaggering with this perishable body our boast. Our com- -

radeship consists only in a daily meet for ‘Bhang’ or in carrying
on a trade of false herbal medicine and doing such nonsensical
things. All these we do, but never care lo remember our saviour
Ram !’ _ (Prose-rendering)

Drawing our attention to the lethargy and ignorance of society,
he says :

“While the study of the Vedas and scriptures was the daily pursuit
of our ancestors, and attainment of light through meditation,
penance and spiritual discipline their life’s supreme goal, today
we only revel in our ignorance and spend our days in an idie
pastime like chess.’ | {Prose-rendering)

In order to rouse us from our dormant spirit and 1o bring us out
of lethargy, he gives the call :

Dear brother, awake ! Why are you sporting ?
Why in slumber and sloth are you vainly rotting ?
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Study the Vedas or go and just wrestle !
Why don't you exercise either your mind or yout muscle.?

Even the educated held a disdainful attitude towards their mother-
tongue. They were avoiding the use of Maithili even in their routine
conversations. Afraid of what the future may hold for a cultural
community taking no pride in its own mother-tongue, the poet -
directed his poetic fury at such people thus :

‘How impelled sometimes I [eel to box the ears or even cut out
the tongue of those educated wretch who do not use their
mother-longue in daily discourse I {Prose-rendering)

These fcw lines had a magical effect on the Maithil psyche. It
began to be recited by the entire Maithil people and greatly helped
in creating the desired effect of regencrating pride for the mother-
tongue. The class of people who had discarded the use of mother-
tongue now felt ashamed in not using it. Memorable lines like the
above-mentioned ones of this poet have come to stay as the slogan
of the Maithili speaking people.

Tt is necessary to examine the factors contributing to the apathy
of the Maithils towards their mother-tongue. Because of the British
rule at that time English was taught at schools right from standard
one. The medium of instruction throughout the couutry was the
regional language. The medium of instruction for the teaching of
not only Enlgish but also of other subjects was again the mother-
tongue itself. But unfortunately not a single language of Bihar was
accorded approval as mother-tongue by the government. Hence
Hindi was made a compulsory subject of study for children from
primary classes in Bihar. Far from Maithili being taught as an
independent language, it was never allowed the status of the medium
of instruction in the Mithila region. Hence after ]eaf'ning their
alphabet, the childrcn of Mithila never had the opportunity to know
that the mother-tongue had any use other than being the medium of
conversation inside their houses. For those who opted for Sanskrit
paturally had it as their medium of instruction. Conscquently .t!‘lF
students of both these categories went out of touch with Maithili,
Under these circumslances, an jmpression was created that their
language was not fit to be the medium of instruction. This is in
nutshell the story of Maithils’ indifference (o their own tongue. Even
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after attaining adulthood it was not possible for one (o erase the
impression 5o ercated in one’s childhood.

As a result of Hindi being the medium of instruction at English
schools the children of Mithila had to burden themselves with the
task of learning an extra language. For the young learner of this
region Hindi was as unfamiliar as English, At first the child had to
learn the medium language itself through which he or she had to
lcarn English. The child’s mind got entangled in not fewer than (hree
languages. As a result, it had no proper development and most of
the pupils failed to grasp their subjects aptly. Kavivar pointed out
this defect of the educational system very poetically :

‘What an irony that you cram RAT only to find that it means
CHUHA without Knowing what on carth this CHUHA is until
your mother-longue teaches you that it means but MUSARI {in
Maithili)! This thus teaches us the lesson that we cannot ignore
our mother tongue through which we learn other languages’
(Prose-rendering)

_Be_cf'ause of the British rule Kavivar could not tell it openly that
Maithili should be the medium of instruction for the proper
development of the children of this region, but he proved it indirectly
that the medium through which meaning of English words was put
across to the children did not really belong to them. For them that
language was as difficult to understand as English. Through the
verse quoted above the poet, while attacking the prevailing
F.ducahmml system, also poinls out to the Maithil children the
importance of the use of mother-tongue.

And he taught this lesson most elaborately. He instructed
everyone in the manner he would best understand. If Kavivar had
not given this gospel assuming the role of a powerful guide, then
ﬁn‘dmg the mess in which Maithili was caught up, the plot which was
1hc1ng hatched to cut at the very root of its existence and the evil way
in which the illusion was being created among the masses that
Mai{hili was the language of the unlettered, it would not have been
possible for this language to attain the level of development which it
has done today.

Kavivar had given a stirring call in his versified presidential
specch made at the poets’ mect during the sixth scssion of Maithil;
Sahitya Parishad held at Muzaffarpur ;

‘It is the mother-tongue alonc which first helps us in knowing the
world and then gradually it builds up our faculty of pronouncing
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alien woras, How lovingly did our mother sing those nursery
thymes in her tongue to us in owr childhood even while nursing
us ! But if today the same mother-tongue becomes lorcign to us,
then take it for granted that we are heading towards absolote
ruination,

Human as we are, we won't be able either to enjoy liberty and
prosperity or (o put up a brave fight against the inroads of our
enemies, unless we play the man and stop disgracing our
ancestors by playing a coward. Can we win our due without
putting up a fight ? Can we ignite a match-stick without flicking ?
One who forgets one’s identity can command no respect
whatever in the world. Should we behave like a circos-tiger who
is taught to flee on seeing a mere goat ? Ours is the proud
privilege of being born in mother Janaki’s land and belonging to
the glorious lincage of Yajnavalkya and King Tanaka |

Who can compare with Maithil in taleat, learning, wealth, valour
and wisdom ¥’ {Prose-rendering)

The tremendous zeal as well as the magic spell of the pocts
devotion to the mother-tongue which had stirred the slumbering soul
of the Maithil society is proved by the fact that these lines stll
remain to be the guiding force behind the Maithili movement.
Kavivar had actually awakened in every soul the pride of being born
in ‘Mother Janaki's land’ !

Kavivar wrote profusely on the themes of mother-tongue and
social reform just in tune with the cthos that he cocountered at the
beginning of his poetic carger. His poems of this type gamed
immense popularity, became a driving force behind the literary
movement of Maithili and succceded in turning people’s mind
towards their mother-tongue. However his poetry did not only keep
iself limited to the poems of exhortation alone, but also broke new
grounds and incorporated within its compass a wide range of
themes. ‘Struggle’ remains to be the chief note of his
poetry—struggle between the old and new wvalues, the native and
foreign ideas. But some other notes as well have found expression in
his poetic composition, Poems of amocrous love, songs, verses
projected on a single given line (Samasyapurti), proverbs, poetry
dealing with poctics and astrology, narratives and epic written by
him illustrate the wide scope of his content and form.

But the most striking aspect of Kavivar's poctry which draws our
attention is not only the infinite varicty of his poctic form and
content but also his langnage. The lucidity, refinement, natural flow
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and simplicity that his language reflects add to the beauty of his
poetry. He would turn common speech into metric compositions
with such casc that conscrvative Pundils of prosody were not
convinced that these could be poetry at all, According to them, if
poctry had no ambiguity, if it was not burdened with rhetorical
flourishes, it could not be designated as poetry. That is why Kavivar's
poetry appeared to them as mere ‘thymes’, They would make fun of
his poetry and pass ironical remarks on it. What an irony it was that
even such a litterateur whose writings irradiated new energy, new
zeal and new awakening and were a source of unigue delight for the
common people had to face the ridicule of a section of society !
Vidyapati, who had met with the same fate earlier, retorted to those
who held mother-tonguc in contempt in this way :

Neither the new moon nor Vidyapati’s langnage,

Can the wicked one by his taunt damage ;

For, the former bedecks Shiva's forchead radiant

And the latter does the common man’s heart enchant !

In his vehcment attack on those critics who called his Kuekst
Sudha merc ‘thymes’, Kavivar also called them fools -

Those who place the cuckoo and the crow,

Or a tiger and a goat in the same row ;

Make no difference between a young lady and an old dame ;
For whom polished and unpalished rice be same ;

Who are such dullards as do estimate,

Silkworm and spider at equal rate—

What wonder it is if they find-

Stekti Sndha and ‘rhymes’ of equal kind !

But those who called Kavivar's poetry mere ‘thymes’ could not
retain their courage for long. When they saw how Kavivar's poetry
was being reccived with eclat from all quarters they shut their
mouths. -

- His compositions came out in almost all the periodicals publi-
shed during his sixty-three years of pactic career {1913—"75). In
some of the carlier magazines his compoesitions were published
almost continuously, ncarly in all the numbers. But all that he wrote
has not been collected at one place as yet. Even after his death this
task remains unfulfilied up till now. The numbers of those magazines
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in which his poctic compositions got published have become rare,
thus making a study of afl his poctic creations difficnlt. The
dimensions of his poctry arc so wide and the eontent of his works so
diverse that no proper evaluation of bis poetry could be made
without the study of his entire poetic output. So, till all his
prose and poetic works are colleeted a one place, we are obliged o
limit our study enily to those of his writings which arc available at
prescnt.

The problem of collection exists only with regard to Kavivar's
Maithili writings. All his S-nskrit and Hindi writings are however
available in book form. His learning was so vast that he had to face
no dearth of publishers in Sanskrit and Hindi lor whatever he wrote
on astrology. Publishers are a rare specics and 1 am sad to relate
that publishers in Maithili are harder to find. Imagine the dearth of
publishers Kavivar must have had to face for publishing his wrilings
in Maithili in those days. Whatever Kavivar got published in Maithili,
he did it on his own and not at the request of any publisher. An
increase in the number of magazines ereatesa corresponding growth
in the creative activitics of writers; likewisc if publishers were rcady,
the number of books published in Maithili must have also increased.

The Maithili writings of Kavivar include both the forms—prose
and poctry. But there is no separate collection of his literary writings
in prose. As such, his prose writings are scattered, and that also
rarcly in the form of essays. They arc mostly in the form of
comments, letiers addressed to editors and letters of complaini.
Some arc in the form of reminiscences and others as his submissions
through preface written in onc or Iwo books. He has used prose in
writing glossary to clarily his point at some places in Alankara
Darpana. But he could not conclusively establish himself as a prose-
wriler.

There was, however, a continuous flow of pocms from his pen
which he maintuined till the cad of his fife. One would, therefore,
have expected many collections of pocms bul the truth is that there
are only a few. The reasons for this have alteady been discussed
above. Despite all this, he was the only poet of his time whose
writings could be brought together even in such quantity, The
present study would include cven those poems which though not
published in his books were published in the magazines and journals
of the time.
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His poctic writings consist of both original and translated works
and they may be divided into three categorics according 10 their
FiAPCClivG genres !

Narrative Pocms [Prabandba Kavya)
Deseriptive Pocms { Vivarnatmaka Kavva)
Independent Poetry {Mukiaka Kavva)

W

In the first category, ic. Prabandha Kavya, epic and narrative
poutry will be studicd, Kavivar's only epic 15 Amba Charita whose
only the first part has been published. The other part could not be
printed. Still the first part is complete by all the standards of cpic.
His other composition of this category is *Vidurokta Upadeshamrita®
which & narrative in characier. It could not be published in book
form, bul-was brought out serially m the Maithili journal Mithila
Moda, -

In the sccond category come those works of Kavivar which are
mainly descriptivie. They are Bhukampa Vamana, Alsi-udvien Katha
and Uil Lakshamana: Bestdes these, Padiure Charitre Tatha

Purvapara Fyvavahara, Siksha Sudha cle, may also be considered -

under this category by virtue of their descriptive nature. Some would
like 1o treatl these works as ‘Independent Poems’ (Muktaka Kavya),
but compared with Kavivar's other indépeadent compositions, these
are larger and more sustained. In spite of the independent nature of
cach poem they are linked up with one another amd cach poem
Appears 1o evirlve: ilscll strictly according 1o its- title. Hence the
depictions of seasons should also be mnudurcd undcr this very
catepory.

The ‘third catepory  of Kavivar's works is “Muktaka’ or
‘Independant Verse”. A poctic composition which sums up its theme
in one or more than one stanza is called "Muktaka’. It may-or may
not have a title. The majonty of thematic points favour Sukei Sudiha
tor be classified under this very catewory. His Parfchava Darping and
Lok Lakshang -also come under this catcgory. I will be more
justificd to apply the same classilication to Unate Basar also. Besides
these, several of Kavivar's poems dealing with the topical themes
such as hymns glorifying different gods, poems of invocation and
awakening, verses projecled un given lines and those composed on
priverbs may be listed under this category,

Muithili Kavva Khateras and Maitheli Kah‘mpmfwm are two such
coliections of Kavivar's poems as may be classificd both as Muklaka
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{Independent Pocms) and as “Varnanatmaka' (Descriptive Poetry).
Henee it will be improper Lo take the total ot of these collections as
belonging to a single calegory, These pocms will have o be
separately considercd under both the aforementioned categorics,

From another point of view his poctry may alse be classificd in
this manner :

{1y Pocms bascd on classical principles
{2y Poems of Prosody and Independent Poclic Verses

Busides being an erudite scholar of asteology, Kavivar was highly
learned in ‘Karmakanda’. He had put into simple verse most of the
much urgent astrological nformation us well as codes of nony
important religious riteals for 1he wse of the common man. His
pocms of this tvpe are:

(1 Fyavalara Fiveka Vo fatva Sapuna Vichara
(2} Parve Nimava, and (3) Areltar Niemeyva,

Busides these, Yajnavalkve Smuii and Sankshipte Pantchanga
Finana in verse may also be listed under this type. Although

. published scrially i a journal, they bave not as yet been printed in

book lorm.

Kavivar also rendered Shamadbhagavedeiia into Maithili under
the title Gitg Taitva - Sudha, This also belongs to the category of
Shastra. However, this could be published in book form unrly up o
the sixh canto.

- Besides heing an authority on astrology {]}Utiﬁha} Kavivar was
also well versed in Sanskrit literature, Poctics is regarded as the
most complex part of literature, He has rendered the definition of
thetoric and poctic ornamentation (‘Alankara’ or Figures of
Spf:_ﬁc_h] regarded as the most difficult part of poelics, into natural
and charming Maithili. Definitions and explanations along with
illustrations of Atankara -arc published in two volumes of Maithili
poctry under the tithe Alonkara Darpana. The first part-of this work
deals with “Shabdatankars’ {Verbal figures of speech) and | the .
second part wilh ‘Aﬂhﬂankdm {FIhUL,,‘E of spm:,ch TLIdl{".d 1.0_
II'!L‘.di'Ill'la.,] : _
. Besides the above two beoks, there is one more Lmupmltmn"
related Lo the PDE[IC grammar, Muithili Chhandolankara Menjusha.
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This was also systematically brought oul in a journal, but never came
out in book form. ¢

The first colleetion of Kavivar's poctic verses is Padhua Charitra
Tatha Purvapara Vyavahara which is the First fruit of his poetic
pursuit in published form. Following this he started a serics of
publications captioned Sukti Sudha. Five parts of this work are
published. Each part is independent in itself. In addition to this
series he also pot four other books published. Thus, in total, ten of
his books come under the category of ‘poetic verse’, as listed below :

Padhua Charitra Tatha Purvapara Vyavahara
Ratna Sangraha (Part one of Sukti Sudha)
Loka Lakshana (Part Two of Sukti Sudha)
Upadeshakshamala (Part Three of Sukti Sudha)
Blutkampa Vamana (Part Four of Sukti Sudha)
Siksha Sudha (Part Five of Sukti Sudha)
Parichava Darpana
Urnata Basat
Maithili Kavya Khataras

- Muaithili Kavpopaveang

SowNompwNe

e

Over and above these, two of his other works were not published
in the book form, but only serially brought out in a journal. They
bear the titles—Samgj, Dhamma, Kartavye and Stri Siksha Far
Purgmorsha. These two come under the genre, ‘Champu Kavya'
{work combining hoth prose and poetry). :

Thus an endeavour has been made Lo classify the entire works of
Kavivar collected or uncollected but published in journals. While
making an independent study of all the aforementioned works the
subject-matter, form and linguistic distincetion of cach will be
discussed in the order—frst, the works related to a particular
‘Shastra’ ; second, works of truly poetic nature ; third, the narrative
works belonging to the category of ‘Prabandha kavya™. -

A Survey of Kavivar’s Works

Kavivar Sitaram Jha took to poetic compositions in Maithili driven
mostly by a compulsive urge to serve his mother-tongue. His poetic
talent was such that he could easily composc a poem on any subject
of his choice. His speech found, as it were, a natural articulation only
in poetry. So, on the one hand, if he wrole an epic, he also gave a
charming poclic form to as prosaic a subject as astrology. Whereas
his poetic verses at once arrest our mind by their liberalistic ardour,
satirical sharpness, narrative vetve, analytical manner and a spirit
which exhorts, his poems related to particular branches of
knowledge (‘Shastras’) captivalc us by virtue of their excellent
expasition of the subject. The natural case, grace and lucidity that
appeared as distinctive quality in his very first composition, not only
stayed with him till the last, but went on getting more and more
refined in course of time. Whether it be epic or independent poetry
or poetry related to poetics or astrology, this specific linguistic
feature can be discerned everywhere in him. Thus, this striking
quality of his language became the biggest single factor for his
popularity. Even the most complex topiec ol a ‘Shastra’ would
become so simplified at his hands that even the unlettered could
grasp ils meaning.

Vyavahar Viveka (Jatara Sagun Vichar) - . '

In this work related to astrology and observance of ceremonies and
rites Kavivar has presented in cxcellent simple verse those specific
concepts of the ‘Shastras’ which are useful in our daily life. Mithila
has been a land of religious prople. It is, therefore, natural here that
whenever people have wished to undertake to do a work, or set out
for a place, or seek to perform a special ceremony, they have at first
fixed an auspicious day and hour for it. As Sanskrit education’ has
pradually waned, pundits having the knowledge of almanacs arc
getting fewer in number. Taking this specific sitvation into
consideration Kavivar versified important topics in his mother-
tongue in such a way that even those who were not conversant with
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Sanskrit could understand the wholc thing by themsclves. This was
what impelled the poet to wrile this book, Kavivar lucidly puts in
verse the purpose of the work in the very beginning

But those savings of the sages

Acre all in Sanskreit expressed,

The skill to utilize them

Is niot by all the men posscssed ;

S0 1 write in our mother-tongue,

“Shrutis’ and ‘Shastras’ following,
Auspicious moments for different occasions
With God Almighty's blessing !

Such cfforts had been made in the Maithili language in former
times also. For example, Dak Vachanamrita is still on the Lips of the
people. Sitaram Jha's verses may give us an illusion of Dak’s voice.
But the basic difference between the two is that while Dak’s sayings
analyse topics chicfly relaled to agriculiure, most of Kavivar's

observations are related to ‘Dharma Shastra’ and the knowledge

regarding the auspiciousness of the time and hour for nadertaking a
job as per almanac,

The auspicious hour for starting on a journcy has been
claborately dealt with in this book. Considering as to what the
auspicious hour is for setting out om a jowrney in a particular
dircclion Kavivar writes ; '

The dawn for cast and the morning west :
The day north, for south the night is the best.

Conversely, he also considers as to which dircction brings harm
at what particular time :

West at dawn and cast at morn :
South in the day, nightly north is evil-born.

Similarly he describes the objects prohibited at the time of
starting a journey ;

Shun oil on the day you start your journey :
S0 is shaving, wine, meat or quarrel contrary.

The practice of finding out the auspicious hour, superstitious as it
is, is quite ancient. We can foresee whether a mission would be
- successful or not on the basis of objects seen al the start of a journey

-

A Survey of Kavivar's Works 39

or on the way. Kavivar has couched such age-old assumptions in
beautiful versc. Even accepling the discipline of astrology, Kavivar
appears to be in favour of sume chanpe in ont’s decisions regarding
the auspiciousness of the time and day of journey. He gives topmost
priority to the value of time and the urgent nature of the work ;

If you go and return just in a day,

The consideration of auspiciousness may be put away.
If at all your journey be most urgent,

¥ou need not seck the astrologer’s consent.

_ Changed as the times are, Kavivar has prohibited us from the
cxeraise of consulting books of astrology or almanacs. He foresaw
that, day by day, this custom will be on the decline. Hence he had
himself granted concessions which certainly were in confirmity with
his forward-looking attitude.

Parva Nirnaya

The book describes all the annual festivals celebrated in Mithila in
their proper perspective. The post has eluborately dealt with the
proper time, importance, ceremonics and rites related to them,
together with all their intellectual and practical aspects. Hence, 1t 15
a book concerning the observance of riles and cercmonies
(‘Karmakanda’). The scholars of ‘Karmakanda’ are getting lewer day
by day. The festivals and ceremonies of Mithila may well disappear
with them. It is in the perspective of this danger that Kavivar decided
to versify this topic in view of the fact that the common man could
hardly read Sanskrit in which the obscrvanee of all thesc festivals are
exhaustively deseribed. As such, by rendering such topics of the
‘Shastras’ inlo his mother-tongue and that also in delightful verse-
form, Kavivar has donc a great service to the less educated people,
especially the women-folk. With regard to the utility of this work
Kavivar has said :

Whatever festivals and *Vratas'
Are current in the land,

1 write about them here

As they in "Shastras’ stand.

All the festivals and celebrations observed during the twelve
months between ‘Chaitra’ and ‘Falguna® have been systematically
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described here along with the guide-lines for observances and rites
related 1o cach. Although having no literary value of note, these have
great practical importance, The language of this composition, like
that in other works, is simple, natural and fluent.

Atichar Niruaya

‘Atichar’ (Transgression of the stars) is a topic of astrology. During
the period covered by “Atichar” all sacred and rcligious rites are
prescribed. At what particular time ‘Atichar’ falls, although defined
in astrology, has always been a disputed subject among the
astrologers. Kavivar Sitaram Jha had his own views on it which
obviously differ with other astrologers of Mithila. Not a few times
did be bold debate (*Shastrartha’) on the point and published articles
and comments. But dispetes apart, Kavivar has very clearly deals
wilth the question as to how “Atichar’ ought to be defined, what its
types are, and in what situation it has to be observed etc. according
to the postulates of ‘Shastras’. The book is not uvseful for the
common people, but it is of special value for a student of astrology.

Yajnavalkya Smriti

Yajnavalkya Smitt is a Sanskrit classic. It is believed that the sage
Yajnavalkya was a dweller of Mithila and his precepts had & great
hold on the Maithil people. This book of his is very famous in
Sanskrit. In as much as il has a peculiar importance for Mithila
Kavivar wanted to translate it into Maithili. He even started the
translation work. It was even published in the two old issues of the
Mithiia Mihir in parts, but for some reason or the other he could not
complete it. $¢ it could not come into book form.

Samkshipta Panchanga Vijoana

This composition of Kavivar is also related with astrology. Published
in the Mithila Modg it conld not be printed in book form.

Fanchanags or almanac is a book of caleulations, According to
Kavivar it is a science. Herein he throws light on certain important
aspects connected with the making of an almanac. He was always
worried about the errors committed by almanac-makers and he even
published articles showing the harm Ikely to resull from it. By
writing Samkshipta Panchang Vijnana, while giving correct guidance
to the almanac-makers, he also enables the common mar to guard
against defective almanacs. But this work too s more vseful to
specialists of astrology than to anyone else,
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Gita Tattva Sudha

Kavivar has translated Shvimad Bhagwadgita into Maithili under the
title Gita Tattva Sudha, It is a pity that out of cighteen cantos only
six eantos could be writien, all of which are published in book-form.
The Gita is regarded as the most profound work in the whole of
Sanskrit literature. 1t is well nigh difficult to transtate such an
abstruse and difficult book. The portions translated by Kavivar strike
one as successful in that while the original meaning is preserved the

language of the versc is simple. The following lines illustrate the

striking charm of the language as also the exact rendering of the
SENSe :

It does not behove a warrior like you.

A disheartened Kshatriva is shamefol to view
Hence, shunning cowardice, play the man
Aris¢ and perform the chief duty as per plan |

If we compare these lines with the original text, it will become
clear that the translation retaing the flow end sense of the original :

Klaivyam masmagamah Partha
NMaitativayyupapadyale
Kshudram hridaya-dourvalyam
Tyaktvottisth Parantapa !

Hence its incompleteness must be considered as a misfortune for
Maithili.

Alankara Darpana

Alankarg Darpane is divided into two parts, each separate from the
other. The first part deals with ‘Shabdalankar’ (Verbal figures of
specch) and the second with ‘Arthalankara” (Ornamentation or
Figures of speech related to internal sense).

‘Alankara’ (Figures ol speech) is the domain of Poetics
{Grammar of Poelry). Besides being a poel, Kavivar was also an
‘Acharya’ (Professor). As such, this book demonstrates his great
erndition. In order to compose poems one must be conversant with
the knowledge of mctre and figures of speech, With the writing of
verse becoming popular in Maithili Kavivar felt thai many versificrs
were trying their bands at this medium without any knowledpge of
Poctics. Tt was keeping such people in view that the present work
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was undertaken. Kavivar himself states in his preface to
Arthalankara:

“Many gentlemen have taken to composing poems. Thinking that
the knowledge of poctics, figures of speech, merits and demerits of
poetry are necessary for an aspiring poet, I have written a hook on
versification entitled Padvadarsha according to the ‘Sanskrit Pingala’
{(Verse-metre) and then Alankara Darpana according to Sahitya
Darpana and Kuvalayanand Sanskrit Alankard, together with an
elaborate treatment of “Shabdalankara® and ‘Arthalankara’ in it.”

Theugh Kavivar wrote this book as a guide book for nascent
pocts, it is useful even for those who do not concern themselves with
verse-making becausc an abstruse subject like *Alankara’ is Lreated
here in such an easy and interesting way that even those who do not
have much taste For poetics can go through the book with interest
and acquire some knowledge of the fgures of specch. Those who
have not the slighlest inlerest in ‘Alankara’ are nonetheless delighted
to read the book, for the verse-picces composed here to illustrate the
different figures of speech are so simple and charming that people
would ]{ku{u pursue the book even for the sheer joy of reading it. As
the book deals with ‘Alankara’ according (o the Sanskril Pocties it
cannol properly be called an original creation, still the verse
illustrations of the figures of speech are so strikingly original, their
poetic texture is so rich and the examples chosen are so thrillingly
close to lile that the work cannot but impress one as greal postry.

The first part of the book is dedicated to Maharaja Dr. Sir
Kameshwar Singh : :

This *Alankara Darpana’ [ have made

For delight and elaborate knowledge !

May Maharaja Kameshwar Singh graciously
Adopt it and the poet encourage !

The second part is dedicated to Maharaja’s younger brother Raja
Bahadur Vishweshwar Singh ;

May the brave Shrimad Vishweshwar Singh
Take it in his gracious lotus hands,

And may this serve as a mirror to his vision,
All the virtues as he excellently understands !

Kavivar must have put in all his poctic excellence in writing this
book. Since he had decided to dedicate it to the Maharaja of Mithila
and his brother and, hence, this stands-out as a work demonstrating
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hoth his scholarship and poetic art at their best. His mentioning of
the name of the Maharaja is limited not only to his dedication, but
also cxtended to the eulogizing of Maharaja’s virlues in many an
illustration of the figures of speech.

Poets from Vidyapali to Kavivar Sitaram Jha have, in course of
their poetic compositions, mentioned the names of their patrons and
displayed their poetic cxcellence in culogizing them. Though
Kavivar, like Vidyapali and other preceding pocts, had not taken Lo
the complete patronage of the king, nor did he dance attendance on
the king at his court, he possessed a similar mentality. Hence despite
being so liberal in his approach, in my view he could not be so
revolutionary as his own disciple “Yatri’ could be.

In ‘Alankara Darpana’ the definitions of figures of speech are
piven in verse illustralions but at places he has also illumined the
definitions and illustrations in prose commentaries. Some figures of
speeeh have been illustrated by onc, other by two, still others by
three and yet others by four examples.

In the first part, after “Mangalacharan’ (Introductory Prayer)
figures of spéech have been defined and classified. They have then
been explained in prose. Following this, the poet has dealt with
verbal figures of speech one by one, Its seven kinds, namely,
Tunaruktivadabhas’, ‘Anupras’, Jamak’, ‘Vakrokti’, ‘Shlesh’,
“Chitra’, ‘Bhashasamak’ have been enunciated along with the further
divisions of each. As example of ‘Jamak’, the agony of the beloved in
separation {*Virahini Nayika) has been rendered in a very striking
slyle

Chait na chetan ho tan me

Van bhring nachait na neek lagai achhi
Bhukhan bhar, lagai achhi bhukh na
Bhu-kha-Nagadi na neck lagai achhi
Bhava machan na, chan na chanan
Chanan lep kargj salai achhi

Ne patiyay lagaik sakhi sab

Ne pati ayal, ji dahalai achhi

1 have no sense left in my body

Thougl: it be Chaitra

The black bee dancing in proves do repulse me
Orpaments are a burden, nor have T appetite
The earth, the sky or gems are anathema to me
The swing, the moon and sandal paste T abhor
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Even balming my body with sandal
Burns my heart

My friends believe me not

In the absence of my love

T only pine and wilt !

In the second part, ‘Arthalankars’ has been analysed. From
“‘Upama’ to ‘Framan’ one hundred and five fipures of speech
together with their sub-divisions have been explained through
definitions, examples and commentaries. In this part also prose has
been used at many places.

‘Chapalatishayokti Alankara’ has been defined in this way :

H ar the very hearing of the cause
One shows its effect,

The figure is the ‘Chapal Atishayokti’
To the point perfect.

Now enjoy its illustration :

Mo saoner did T hear my love saying, *I go today,’

Than lo ! | was all over sweat-bathed in every way :

Besides, all the lac bangles my wrists bedecked

Slipping off to the ground, one by one got cracked !

Again as [ heard him say, ‘T postpone my going’, ;
Deep from the eup of ambrosial joy my heart started drinking !
Oh Friend ! just see again what more starled happening-

The blouse-bultons at my breast broke strangely straining !

Undoubtedly, both the parts of ‘Alankara Darpana’ are Kavivar's
works of note. They are perfect not only from the viewpoint of poetic
art, but also from the point of view of schlarship.

Maithili Chhandolankar Manjusha

This composition was serially published in the Mithila Moda in the
months of ‘Chaitra” and *Vaishakha' of 1923. The part dealing with
“Alankars” (Figures of Speech) was included in Afsnkare Darpana
but the part dealing with prosody (Meire) remained uncollected.
According to Kavivar the knowledge of fipures of specch as well as
of prosody was necessary for one who took to versification. What
verse is, what its types are cte. have been richly treated in this book.
This work too plays its role in establishing his scholarship. He was
himself a great master of verse.
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Eight of his aforementioned works come under the category of
composilions related Lo particular “Shastra’, of which five are in book
form.

Padhua Charitra Tatha Puwrvapar Vyavahar (The character
of a modern student and the old costom)

This bock, the first published work of Kavivar, is, as it were, the first
flower of devotion offered to Maithili, which may be regarded as
Kavivar’s first ambitious step in the pursuit of poctry. The very title
of the work indicates that it contains poems on two different
subjects, the first entitled, ‘Padhua Charitra’ (The character of
modern student) and the second ‘Purvapar Vyavabar’ (The old
custom). Apparently though the two subjects appear to be different,
the conlents of both have an internal affinity. Considiring the affinity
between the two Kavivar must have decded to combine both the
poems in a single combination,

The plight of the land of Mithila forms the subjeci-matter of the
first part of Kavivar's work. The background in which the poet
started writing poetry has already been outlined. It will, therefore, be
appropriate to evaluate the book in that perspective.

Kavivar was a traditional Maithil Pandit a-la-mode Mithila, an
upholder of Maithil culture and a custodian of Maithil ways and
manners. Hence he was a supporter of the traditional education. Just
at that time the tide turned in Favour of English type school-
education and the Maithil youths could not remain in isolation. The
youths of Mithila, reeling under the effects of the western education,
began to look down upon their own cullure, ways and manners,
racial qualities and self-respect. Further, they held their mother-
tongue in contempt and assumed a kind of self superiority. Apart
from thosc who had started Icarning English, even those who read
Sanskrit were apparently influenced by the new English educational
system and they had litle hesitation in casting away their cultural
pride and dipnity. This sitvation became simply intolerable for the
poet. With a view Lo reform such deviationists he riddled them with
his trenchant verse-satires and, further, made a spirited call to them
to respect their mother-tongue. Let us examine a verse as a
specimen depicting the ways of the nowly educated youths and the
wrong dircetion they had taken by forgetting their language and
seript

“How can we call oursclves cducated enough when we have
fargatten even the use of our own seript ? We look down upon those
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who follow the traditional ways and in the place of traditionally used

SWASTT in a letter we now begin it with ‘My dear’. T detest such

cducation as it teaches our youths to forget our traditional ways.”
(Prose rendering)

The weslern education tanght one to be scll-centered and
shattered the joint family system. It made one neglect the moral
values of the old education and made one rather too materialistic in
one's outlook :

Being cducated, their sole object

Is limited to hunting for money ;
Finding one or other livelihood

They ignore their duty and ceremony :
Having got but some money

They cut asunder the family-roots
And don themsclves in shirt

Hat, glasses and boots !

To enlighten such people Kavivar has given the cxamples of the
dog, jackal, ant and bird and has dirccted them to learn the value of
dutifulness from them.

*It beeomes incumbent upon you that after finishing education
vou maintain your family and relations by your earning and follow
the cultural path delermined by your ancestors 1™

{Prose rendcring)

The subject-matter of Punapar Viavahar is nearly the same. In
this poem while, on the onc hand, he depicts the gloriows tradition of
Mithila, on the other, he bemoans the present degeneration,
instructing the youth to follow the eternal path of ‘Dharma’ (The
Religion Eternal). There was a time when banished to the forest at
the instange of his father, Ramchandra had cxpressed—“Shall the
forest afford me any less joy than the heaven " and now is the time
when we ; -

“What a shame that today we behave like masters of our parents,

and order them around most arrogantly ! Even while your mother, -

every minute, dics with worry for your welfare you repay the regard
with a vulgar abuse !”

e
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While in the olden days the kings were always dedicated Lo the
welfare of their subjects, these days cven a commoner with a little
wealth assumes lordly airs and falls a victim 1o sloth and idleness

“Acquisition of a little wealth makes us behave like millionaires
and then we do not even so much as deign 1o wear our ‘dhoti’
oursclves. We practically do nothing cxcept a wash in the toilet and
even for pulting our ‘dhoti” in place we shamelessly depend upon our
vale,™ (Prosc-rendering)

Hence the poct cautions the youths Lo hold Fast to their moorings
and not ta be swept off their feet by the new assumptions of the
changing times.

The lively language of these poems is largely responsible for this
book’s immense popularity which is such that some of its verses still
stick as memorable quotes on the lips of all and sundry.

Ratna Sanpraha

Kavivar started a serics under the ttle Sukéf Sudha in which he
collected such aphoristic poems as had a varicly of themes, verse-
styles and situations. These poems were specially dear to the poct.
He had himself expressed in course of an interview :

“Though in general all my poems are dear to me, il you waal me
to name a single composition, which is most dear to me, T would
name it as Sukif Sudha.”

( O Je Kahafani, Shri Hansaraj, p.47)

Stung with cnvy by his growing popularity as a poct, the
conventional scholars of his time tried 10 dismiss his poems by
calling them mere thymes. But Kavivar's aphorisms had such power
i 74em that no storm of apposition could do him any harm. He kept
on delighting society with his nectarine aphoristic verses (Suktis).

The first part of Sukti Sudha is Ratmasangraha (Collection of
Gems). This comprises the independent poems (Muktak Kavya)
dealing with a variety 6f themes representing the wide all-embracing
outhook of the poet. From ‘Deva Stuti’ (Songs in praise offering to
ands) (o “Taka Stuti’ (Songs in praise of money) there are poems on
diverse themes in this collection. Among poems praising gods and
invoking of them the gencral well being of the people there arc
compositions adoring - Ganesh, Lord Shiva, goddess Jagadamba,
bithita, Mithilesh (Maharaja of DParbhanga) and poddess Lakshmi.
Mext, there are pocms which trace how words change-from their
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original Sanskril forms (‘Tatsama’} to the colloguial {*“Tadbhava™
and how that leads to disappearance of anilormity in writing style.
The poet’s unambiguous stand in this regard is worth our notice :

But impropet it is,

For, confusion only begets crrors
So the learncd always follow

The pronunciation in writing letters
Words like *Statd’ if combined
With another imitial sound

Stri’ to *Isted’, *Stuti’ to *Astuti’
And ‘Sthan’ to ‘Asthan’ turn round.

This is followed by fine aphorisms on ‘Samasok(?’, ‘Data Kripana'
{the generous and the miserly), ‘Chugila’ (The back biter), Durjan
(the wicked), ete. For example :

I am higher in value if valued by people,
Otherwise 1 am as [ am, simple and humble

Even a small penny may be worth thousand rupees
As a note is its valoe, not what it is !

Then the striking aphorisms composed in the framework of
‘Anyokti’, ‘Lokokl’, ‘Apanhuti’, ‘Vakrokti, “Vyajokti’, ‘Chatukti’,
‘Kakukti’ etc. perforce draw our attention. We may examine the
excellence of such cxpressions in Kavivar's two aphorisms :

O tusker ! if thou hast migh,

Then go, 4 ion encounter :

Thy bravery won't be proved

By pulling down a plantain cluster !

O donkey ! go to a king's court

Whose minister is so generous

Thal the horse, eleplant, camel and ass
Receive honouvrs equally glorious !

A fair number of aphorisms are the literal or shadow translations
of Sanskrit. His ‘Suktis’ composed on the proverbs of exclusively
Maithil origin give them a typical Maithil character :

Merely boasting of ancestors glory
Himself never practising a moral theory
He swagpers like a ‘Babu’ outside his house
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Within pops up and down the hungry mousc !

Everyonc daily taking a rod and line

Catches fish and cnjoys its soup so fine !

Bul asks me merely to find a worm to bait the hook
As if I Dinanath, were a top fool and crook !

The femaie {("MNayika’s’) beaoty from head to foot as detailed by
him is also highly arresting. For instance, see the way her hair desipn
has been described :

The maiden’s hair-decoration
Is like Cupid’s skilful snare
Seeing which a youth’s heart
Is entrapped likc a deer !

Equally noteworthy is the striking description of love-bite

“The fair lady has passed cvery test in sexual sport. Testifying (o
it, as it were, the Cupid has wrirten down his certificate of distinction
on her very lips I’ {Prose-rendering)

Kavivar has drawn our attention towards the degeneration of
Mithila by way of attacking the Maithil youth through Kakukti’:

“If you go to the house of the newly educated and observe them,
you won't find the slightest trace of decorum. Coat and shirt have
taken the place of customary items of dress. Meditation, ‘Japa’ or
ceremony forms no parl in their lif's scheme wheree the chief poal of
life is only Lo earn money. [ doubt what must be the case with other
cultural regions when we find the traditional cultural glory of Mithila
g0 faded ¥ {Prose-rendering)

Similarly he has also mounted aftacks on the sinful ways of
affluent Maithil families :

If burnt be paddy

Why get a farm ready ?

If betels be rotten

Let Yjarda’ be forgotten !

What use baving couch any

Without a damsel lor night company ?
If body be all muddy

Why try to be dust-free 7

If mango-groves be felled
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What charm can a garden yicld 7
If all lands be on auction

Why preserve any oxen 7

If evils are commitied

Within the lamily unremitied

If all rightecusness be out-driven
What use maintaining curtain ?

After some riddles and deseriptions of months like “Paush’ and
‘Magh’ we get some prayer songs dedicated to gods and goddesses
which are just in conformity with the poct’s faith. The collection is
concluded by "Taka Stuti’ (Eulogy to money) which reveals the
poct’s peculiar talent for humour and satire. Under each title there
are numerous sub-litles weaving 2 garland of multicoloured verse
blossoms, The poet's linguistic excellence has attained ils climax
here,

Loka Lakshana

The second division of Sukti Sudha is “‘Loka Lakshana’. The virtues
and vices inherent in human mature have been excellently
distinguished from one another in this book. It begins with the
classifeations of men on the basis of these broad distinguishing
qualities followed by an amplification of all these characteristics.
Each human tvpe distinguished by certain characteristics has been
given a particolar name. Maithil society has long been familiar with
such names. Under two chapters—Man and Woman—the poet gave
such accurate descriptions of each type according to its nature and
character that these verses became immediately popular in every
Maithil honsehold.

Before presenting the main body of the verses depicting diffcrent
human types the book begins with poems invoking divine
bencdiction followed by a verse-preface as to the purpose behind the
work. Herein the four divisions of men as defined by the seriptures,
namely, Hare, Deer, Horse and Bull, have been described with their
specific characteristics, This is followed by a discussion of two
distinet opinions, one held by the traditional pundits and the other by
the new ones, as regards the characteristics of the classical types of
men. Then making gross and subtle  distinctions among the
fortythree types such as ‘Murkha’ (Fool), ‘Budi’ (Senscless),
‘Bakalel’ (Stupid), ‘Lafandar’ {Loafer), ‘Luchcha’ (Cheat),
sAgimutty’ (Dare-devil), ‘Bangat’ (Naughty), ‘Langat’ (Scoundrel),
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Sahalola’ {Spoilt} cte. the poct goes on te give their ‘Lakshana’, i.e.
distinguishing features. The noblest type among men is said to
belong to the class of ‘Shasha’ (Hare). His characteristics are :

A malchless face in lustre and grace

Even thousand moons won't egual ;

His charming speech like nectar sweet ;

Ever capable like the carth universal !

He performs cach decd with conscientous heed
To the nighteous path dedicated :

His good name ensured, by people adored
This is the “Hare” type scripturally illustrated !

In contrast to this is the Bull {'Vrish') type, by far the meanest,
whose characteristies arc

His body dust -stained, like cobweb blackened

He is bitter tongued like a wild root

Face like {irc-sling during Diwali night whirling
His daily meal s0 poor, in misery he’s made mute |
Rejoices as a serpent in putting others to torméent,
Harming his own home, with gloom ever filled

An arrant fool, he is-a typical ‘Bull’

That even for his child is double-willed !

The ‘Bangat” (Naughty) and the ‘Langat” (Scoundrel}, thouph of
the same calegory, have but a subtle difference between their
natures. The poet has brought out the difference with a perfect grasp
of the distinction between the twa ;

He abuses the unguarded pedestrian
Fights, for nothing, with one and all
Feels pulled vp at his naughty acts
Such a one ‘Bangat” do we call

‘Langat’ ;

Between the Naughty and the Scoundrel
The latter’s behaviour is surely meaner
The ‘Bangat’ does harm to others alone
The “Langar’ doesn't even his father spare

Similarly, in the chapter dealing with the different types of female
specigs the poct depicts the characteristics of the four types as
determined by the scriptures viz. ‘Padmini’ (Lotus-like), ‘Chitrani’
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(Picture-like), ‘Hastini’ {Elephant-like) and ‘Shankhini® (Conchshell-
like). Again, according to their qualities he has made distinetions
between the well-mannered and the ill-mannered. Next, he gives an
accurate picture of the twelve general types of women, such as
‘Budhiar’ (Wise), ‘Phuhari’ (Inexpert) ‘Aparcjaki’ (Filthy),
‘Chatura’ (Expert), Girthani (Mistress), Bhardulahi (Mean),
‘Chhulahi’ (Greedy), ‘Tihulahi’ (Salivating or Tasle-seeker),
‘Albatahi’ (Mannerless), ‘Karkasha' (Loud-mouthed), ‘Nisokhi’
{Crucl) and ‘Harjai' (Characterless). The most virtuous is called
‘Padmini’, whose accomplishments are :

A beauteous nose, sweet smile like rose

She longs only for san ceremoniously red
Such dartlike eves and bow-like brows

Her moon-like face does always lustre shed
Well devoted to her lord, rightcously disposed
Wide in her thighs, but waist narrowly done
Padmini grace-adorned, by gods adored

Only by the most blessed is ever won !

Just in comtrast to this is the presentation of the fcatures
distinguishing a *Shankhini”:

“A ‘Shankhini Nayika’ is marked by her hair showing like a
crow's nest, head like a hedge-row, eyes like deep pils and teeth like
spades. Harsh-tongued, her gait is like that of a horse and her belly
as big as a hamper or a godown. She has no manners, keeps evil
company and is wilful, Most fiendish by nature, she delights only in
lormenting others. Il such a woman be yowr partner, you arc
doomed to reside in a hell for ever”

(Prose-rendering)

The fine distinclion obtaining betwecn ‘Chhulahi’ and ‘Jihulahi’
could have been perceived only by Kavivar's discerning eyes.
‘Chhulahi’

She would gobble up any food at home visible,

Ewen from grains meant for deitics she takes a handful !
Wistfully would she watch someons eat ;

Oualy a ‘Bhardulahi’ a ‘Chhulahi’ does beat.

Jihulahi’

Though her home be full of eatables for ever
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Her mouth waters to see others' dishes even mferior
Now sugar, now pickle and so0n sauce she licks :
Thus *Jihulahi' always something dainty picks !

Even while these verses were gaining immense popularity there
were people who alleged that the poct looked only at the dark side
of man and society. In all likelihood, he had this very allegation id
view, when he wrote Parichaya Darpana which gives out the features
of ideal types. But Parichava Darpana could hardly gain the
popularity which his Loka Lakshana had won. Even now some of its
stanzas ¢an be heard from the lips of even illiterate women of
Mithila.

Upadeshakshamala

This book forms the third part of Sukti Sudha. The very title of the
book indicates that it comprises moral lessons. An attempt has been
made to remind people of the importance of religion and the
pecessity for devotion to God. Hence the poet seems to have written
this book as an example of ‘Shanta Rasa’ (tone of equanimity). This
fact has also been mentioned in the book. In his introduction the
poet, in course of explaining its purpose, declares :

“In order that our children might get wiser by these teachings of
wisdom while they still learnt their alphabet I have written some
maxims in verse using alliteration of letters in alphabetical order in
the ‘Ashwaghati’ metre in ‘Shanta Rasa’ (tone or flavour of
equanimity). I would consider it as a reward for my pains if it is of
any usc Lo the children,”

Though the poet's aim might have been the cducation of
children, it has achicved such a technical excellence of versification,
syntax and combination of words that the verses risc above the level
of children’s understanding and have become an invaluable treasure
of literature.

‘Ashwaghati® metre has been regarded as technically the most
difficult, its special feature being the repetition of a particular letter

- which creates a marvellous effect. The sound so created produces a

rhythm lIike the persistent foot-fall of a horse in gallop.

There are sidty-one verses in the aforementioned metre in the
book, composed with letlers having long vowel sounds at the end in
alphabetical order. Every verse unravels some maral code, gospel or
cternal truth. Kavivar has included only such sermons or gospels as
may create noble thoughts in the child’s mind, arouse love for the
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mother-tongue and finally make him a devotee of God or God-
oricnled. While the young ones are asked 1o shake off idleness and
to perform their dutics conscientivusly, they are also advised to rid
their society of many social evils as also to cherish only noble ideals
in life.

The poct savs that real happiness in life could come only through
devoltion (o God and not through education, wealth and travels.

Having crammed CAT ‘cat’ or PAT ‘pat’

We may secure the degree of B.A.

What if we raise our status by earning

A hundred rupees or so a day !

We might, going to the castern region,

Bring money to pride oursehves on malerial gains,
But can we without adoring ‘Ekdant’

Be really happy or end our pains ?

See how the post exhorts one to build one’s personality :

As if our manners were but tasty pickles.

Thou hast licked them up and discarded :

Being helpless and having lost all thy moorings,
The evil company thou hast adopted !

O depraved ! meditating on thy mother’s glory,
Won't thou retrieve thy name high and heavenly,
Shunning the evil and elevating thy desires,

Hold (o the path that’s Aghleous and holy ?

and—

Having eaten and drunk, we take a dart in hand,
Our sole business is (o get 1o a tank :

If we catch but a fish, we trumpet our gloty,
And boast of our glorious rank.

Veiling our misdeeds, vice do we perpetuate,
And shudder not at our impending destrpction ;
Proving ourselves sinners, alas | we don’t come
Still under God’s all mereiful protection |

Rcferring to the rowdy acls that we commif in (he name of *Holi,
~Kavivar observes:

With coloured water and bapful of ‘Gulal’
Beating drums we turn into rowdy people @
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Rubbing fair lady’s cheeks with coloured powder
The red water all over her body we sprinkle

In mammers all evil, our songs run riot ;

With barbarous might a wild chorus we make,
Whirling and whizzing and vainly dancing,
Never do we goddess Gouri's name take !

Kavivar also advises the Maithils residing in Kashi to avoid
getting involved in any dispute or guarrel :

‘Alas O Maithils ! living in the hallowed imperishable city of
Lord Shiva, the Land of Siddhas, vou indulge in pranks with vulgar
women-folk here. Please abstain from it and avoid all quarrels or
disputes. Shun your chamalcon-like manners and, taking 1o your own
virtuous path, always exercise caution, lest you get into sorry pitfalls
vnawares I’ {Prose-rendering)

1o the majority of the verses of Upadeshakshamala the poet has
preached devotion to God. This important work, though well
reccived by the learned, could not be as popular as his carlier work
Loka Lakshang mainly because of its dry and didactic subject-
matter.

Bhukampa Yarnana

Kavivar has written Bhukampa Vamana as the fourth part of Sukti
Sudha. At noon oo January 15, 1934 Bihar reecived a terrible shock
of carthquake which caused an enormous destruction of both men
and materials . The carth continued to quake for full three minutes,
in course of which, the whole crcation seemed to have gone out of
order. The poet’s compassionate heart registered its terrible effect
and made it the subject matter of his poetry.

Astrology discusses earthquake, its time, charactenistics and its
preliminary form cte, Being an astrologer himself, the poet throws
light on these points, The causes of earthquake are noteworthy :

When evil-ridden fire, water and air are on increase,
In the solar zodiac five planets together coalesce:

Cr else the sun’s or maon’s sphere gets close o carth,
The filth locked up in the earth’s womb bursts forih:
Heaven's wrath breaks out of earth’s crust,

As people get irreligious or kings corrupt.






